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I HISTORY 


The history of India has 
been very much influenced 
by the physical features of 
the country. India is a pear- 
shaped peninsula standing 
away from the rest of Asia. 
On the land side, it has a 
high wall of snow-capped 
mountains, and the other 
three sides are washed by 
the Indian Ocean and_ its 
arms. This detached posi- 
tion has helped to develop 
distinctly Indian features in 
the life and culture of the 
country. Differences are no 
doubt found in speech, 
thought, manners, and wor- 
ship in the different parts 
of the country. Yet the 
Hindu gods are ultimately 
one; the Hindu shastras look 
back mostly to a common 
father, Vedavyasa: and 
Hindu sacred places are 
located all over the country, 
from Hardwar to Rames- 
waram. Hindustan has been, 
therefore, one in feeling and 
tradition from a very long 
time back, 

But India, although a 
separate country, has never 
been a ‘Dark Continent’ 
shut off from other lands. 
The character of her bound- 
aries permitted a frequent 
flow of people into and 
from it, The mountain wall 
in the north-west contains 
several passes opening into 
Western Asia. These passes 
have served as gateways for 
trade, or for Asian races 
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INDIA ; PHYSICAL MAP 


Notes.—India is very large in area, and it is cut up in the middle by 
wooded hills and highlands. Hence large empires reaching all the limits 
of the land have been rare and the north and south have each followed a 
distinct course. 

‘The north is a fairly flat plain made up of the river basins of the Indus 
and the Ganges. It allows a freer and more rapid movement of armies, 
and has thus enabled the growth of large empires. 

The southern half of India, on the other hand, is more irregular in 
build, and was therefore the home of many small kingdoms. But its 
tugged relief helped it to hold out against northern invaders, and gave 
a chance for a Hindu revival in the Muslim period, first under Vijayanagar 
and then under the Marathas, 
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to come and settle down in India. 
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Even the founders of Indian religions, 
namely the Aryans, were foreign 
settlers who came through the passes. 
Since their time, many other races have 
come along the same routes to make 
India their home. Among them were 
the Afghans and Turks who brought 
Islam into India. On the other 
hand, in the days of virile Buddhism, 
Buddhist missionaries crossed the 
passes to spread Buddhism all over 
Asia. 


People along the coast developed 
seafaring habits very early in their 
history. They carried on trade with 
Egypt, Phoenicia, Babylonia, China 
and Japan. From about the second 
century A.D. Indian colonists migrated 


NORTH-WESTERN PASSES AND COUNTRIES 


Note.—The north-western passes have rightly been called the 
* Gates of India’, for throughout Indian history they have been the 
principal land routes between India and central and western Asia. 
‘The most important passes are the Khyber pass in the north and 
the Bolan pass in the south. Both are very high and are not 
But they are easier than the 


€asy to cross, especially in winter. 
coastal route through ancient Makran and Gedrosia, 


to Burma, Indo-China, Java and Bali, 
and planted many tiny Indias beyond 
the seas. From the fifteenth century 
onwards, the sea brought the European 
traders and Christian missionaries 
to Indian shores, and the superior 
seapower of the English brought 
India under British rule. 


II INDIA BEFORE 600 z.c. 


The Old Stone Age.—The history of man in 
India began from the earliest times, when men 
lived on tree tops or in caves, They used rough 
implements of stone such as have been dug up 
in many places from Chingleput to Dharwar, 
This period is known as the Palaeolithic or Old 
Stone Age. These people probably spoke some 
dialects belonging to the Munda group of 
languages. Their descendants are the primitive 
tribes found in the wild and sheltered tracts of 
India—the Santals, the Todas, a: 
of the Andaman Islands, 

The New Stone Age. 
thousands of years, the a 


nd the natives 


The Dravidians—After 
ge of crude implements 


gave place to an age of polished implements. 
And, along with better tools and weapons, the 
people took to other conveniences of life—houses 
and clothes, clay Pots and domestic animals. 
Gradually, these Neolithic (or New Stone Age) 
People began the use of metals: of copper in 
North India, and iron in the South. 

The people of the Copper Age appear to have 
reached, at least in places, a remarkably high 
level of life, They built large cities with good 
buildings, broad streets and public baths. They 
had pretty vessels of copper and clay, ang 
Jewellery of silver and gold. Remains of this 
civilization haye been dug up at Mohenjo-daro 


= 


in Sind and at Harappa in 
the Punjab. 

The New Stone Age people 
were probably foreigners who 
came to India by way of 
Baluchistan. They spoke an 
early form of Tamil, and are 
therefore regarded as the 
ancestors of the Dravidians in 
India. The Dravidians must 
have settled down all over 
India before 2,500 B.C. 
Implements of polished stone 
and metal, clay pots, and gold 
ornaments of the period have 
been dug up in places from 
Burma to Kabul and from 
Tirunelveli to Bijnor. 

The Aryans.—After 2,500 
B.C, the Dravidians of North 
India had to yield place to 
other invading tribes known 
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STONE IMPLEMENTS 


as the Aryans. North India proved a convenient 
home for them. The hills supplied them with 
wood, the uplands with Pasture, and the river 
valleys with fertile soil. 

The Aryan warriors wore coats of mail and 
helmets, and fought from chariots. After a long 
and hard struggle, they defeated the Dravidians, 
The story of their struggle and their civilization 
can be learned from their sacred books called 
the Vedas. The Vedas were composed when 
the Aryans had settled in the Punjab. The 
Brahmanas and the Upanishads tell of their life in 
the valley of the Ganges. The Ramayana marks 
the coming of the Aryans to the south, and at 
the time of the Mahabharata Aryan influence is 
spread all over India. 

As Aryans spread over North India, tribal 
kingdoms came into being. The Bharatas 
lived under their kings, Divodasa and Sudas, 
on the banks of the Satadru. There were the 
Purus on the Sarasyati, Further east were 
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the Kosalas and the Magadhas who led the 
Aryan tribes in the valley of the Ganges. 

The tribes that were conquered were not made 
slaves. The Aryans in course of time mixed 


Indraprasthaa & 
Sines 


Notes.—The kingdoms shown in this map may be said to have been founded in three 
distinct belts in three successive stages of Aryan expansion. 
the Aryans colonized the region known as the Saptasindavah, 


with the Dravidians by marrying their daughters. 
Thus a new society which was a fusion of the 
Aryan and Dravidian races came into being, 

The Aryan way of life was accepted by the 
non-Aryan peo- 
ple and the new 
society came to 
be divided into 
castes, each 
caste having its 
own duties and 
rights at each 
stage or asrama 
of life. This 
arrangement, 
known as the 


ANCIENT ARYAN 
KINGDOMS 


Varnasrama 
Dharma, be- 
came the chief 
means of 
spreading 
Aryan life and 
religion in the 
country, This 
arrangement of 


people into 
Castes slowly 
spread among 


(1) In the Rigvedic Period, 


from the Kabul and Gomal RENE ieee 


valleys to the banks of the Sarasvati. (2) In the Brahmana period, they founded the king- ple also ; So, in 


doms of Kuru, Panchala, Kosala (in what is now U.P.), and Videha betw 
slopes and the Ganges. (3) By the time of the Mahabharata war, 
several kingdoms as far asthe Brahmaputra, and from the Ganges to the Vindhyas, 


een the Himalayan @ Sense, the 
the Aryans had founded whole of India 
became Arya- 
varta, the land 
of the Aryans, 


Il INDIA FROM 600 TO jar z.c, 


By 600 8.c, the Aryans had settled over the 
whole of northern India and are found to have 
kingdoms and self-governing republics. 

Their kingdoms were larger than the early 
Aryan kingdoms ; and the chief ones were Kosala, 
Magadha, Avanti, and the kingdom of the 
Vamsas on the banks of the Jumna. 


Among the re 
those of the Saky: 
plain. 

Throughout this period, the larger communities 
nate Stowing still larger by Conquering the lands 
of their neighbours, The fi i 
Process was Kosala, ee eee 


publics, the most famous were 
as and the Vrijjis in the Gangetic 
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About the middle of 


—., 
the seventh century ae: 
B.c. Kosala absorbed Sy ae 


the neighbouring clans, 
and conquered the king- 
dom of Kasi, At the 
opening of the next cen- 
tury, however, Magadha 
too rose to importance, 
Bimbisara or Srenika of 
the Saisunaga family of 
Magadha enlarged his 
capital, conquered Anga, 
and married princesses 


from Kosala and 
Lichchavi. Bimbisara’s 
son, Ajathasatru, 


of 
still 
annexed 


raised the power 
his kingdom 
higher, He 


the Lichchavi territory. 
He married a princess 
of Kosala and waged a 
war with Kosala which 
in its turn was attemp- 


ting to conquer the 
Sakyas. The sixth 
century is thus full of 


wars of aggression: the 
wars of Kosala and 
Magadha and the wars 
between the two. The 
struggle for supremacy 
between Magadha and 
Kosala continued into 
the next century. 

The Nanda Kings 
were then ruling in 
Magadha, but not 
much is known of those 
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Note := Map based on Early History 
of India, 3" edition and Foucher, Notes 
sur la Géographie ancienne du Gandhara. 
Details of hill campaign and march to 
sea aro not traceable. 
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Notes.—In 327 8.c. Alexander crossed the Hindu Kush from Bactria. He adv: 
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anced through Kabul, Und 


and T’axila into the kingdom of Porus whom he defeated at the battle of the Hydaspes (Jhelum). He then 
marched further east. But, when he reached the Hyphasis (Bias), his soldiers refused to continue the campaign. 
He therefore returned along the way he had come as far as the Jhelum, built ships and moved down the 
Indus as far as modern Karachi, and then cut across Gedrosia (Baluchistan) to Persia. 
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GAUTAMA BUDDHA 


times. By the fourth 
century, however, Kosala 
had become a part of the 
kingdom of Magadha. 
In the sixth century 
B.c. foreign kings had 
established their rule. 
About 514 8.c., Darius I 
of Persia conquered the 
Indus Valley, which con- 
tinued under Persian 
rule for nearly 200 years. 


About 327 B.c. Alex- 


ander the Great, of 
Macedon in Greece, 
overran Persia and 


invaded India, and by 
325 B.C. had brought the 
Punjab under his rule. 
But his great empire 
broke up after his death 


in 323 B.C. 
Economic conditions—During these centuries, 
agriculture was the chief occupation of the people, 
Large tracts of land were cleared; yet there 
were forests and waste lands between one village 
and another, or between kingdom and kingdom. 
Each village produced everything it required 
and had separate families of carpenters, smiths, 
potters and weavers. ‘Though most of the people 
lived in villages, towns and town-life were not 
unknown. There were clever craftsmen in the 
towns skilled in ivory-work, garland-making, 
jewellery-making and weaving, and separate 
streets were allotted to each of these crafts. 
Religious life—This period saw the birth. of 
new religions. The more thoughtful people 
were in quest of a higher and nobler life. Many 
earnest men left their homes and comfort in 
search of a higher life. Out of these conditions 
came the message of Gautama (623-544 B.c.) 
and Mahavira (about 600-528 B.c.). Both 
preached that true religion lay in being patient 
and kind. But Mahavira asked his followers 
to give up every comfort and convenience, and 
said that Vedic sacrifices were a sin. Both 


MAHAYVIRA 


weapons are as follows : 
(1) dagger, (2) sword 
hung from shoulder, 
(3) infantry shield, (4) 
and (5) cavalry shields 
(6) pike or Javelin, (7) 
vajra carried in the 
king’s hand, (8) and (9) 
axes, (10) trident and 
(11) elephant goad, 
They show us what 
the different sections of 
Indian armies were and 
the skill of the people 
in making Weapons, 


Notes. The illustra- 
2 3 tion shows the war 
Fy Weapons of the Indians 
VAN 6 at the time of Alex- 
ander’s invasion, The 
BY 


ANCIENT INDIAN ARMS 


founded religious orders and made many con- 
verts among princes and Peasants alike, 

Thus were founded two great religions, 
Buddhism and Jainism. In spite of Geecsbracil 
Persecution, these new religions Spread: th 
“light of Asia’ i rc 

ht of Asia’ had been kindled, 


Iv THE MAURYA 


After Alexander’s invasion larger kingdoms 
began to appear. Alexander had brought the 
whole of the Punjab under his rule. Meanwhile 
Magadha had enlarged her territories far to the 
West. There were thus only two principal 
powers in northern India in the fourth century 
B.C. 

But Alexander died in 323 B.c. In Magadha 
there was only a weak king of the Nanda family. 
The ‘time was therefore ripe for an able 
leader to bring the whole of north India under 
one rule. This opportunity was seized by 
Chandragupta Maurya. He gathered a large 
army in the Punjab, overthrew the Greek 
garrisons in that province, and marching on 
Magadha seized its throne about 322 B.c. He 
then put down rebellions at home, conquered 
Malwa, Gujarat and Kathiawar (Saurashtra), 
and in 305 B.c, took from the Greek king, 
Seleucus Nicator, his territories as far as the 
Hindu Kush. 

After Chandragupta’s death, his son Bindusara 
ruled the empire for about 25 years, and 
probably enlarged it by the conquest of the 
Deccan. His son, Asoka, succeeded him about 
273 B.c. and ruled till about 232 B.c. By 261 
B.c. he had conquered Kalinga. But when he saw 
the death and suffering of the people on the 
battlefield, he was filled with disgust and 
undertook no more wars. 

After the death of Asoka, the Maurya empire 
declined and was overthrown in 185 B.c. 

The empire of the Mauryas was the largest 
till then seen in India. But it included many 
communities with local self-government. 

The Government was strong and well- 
managed, and was organized into a number of 
departments, each under a separate head. The 
army was large and well-trained, and forts and 
guard-houses were built at every important 


EMPIRE (322-185 B.c.) 
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point in the empire. The king kept himself in 
touch with the affairs of the empire and the work 
of the district offices through a large number of 


ASOKA PILLAR 


spies. Trade was carefully regulated and in- 
dustry was encouraged. Good roads were con- 
structed and towns grew up. The large towns 
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were in charge of special 
boards, and clubs and 
entertainments were 
a marked feature of the 
town-life of the times. 
The most outstanding 
work of the dynasty was 
the spread of Buddhism. 
Asoka became a Buddhist 
and spread its moral code 
throughout his vast empire, 
He issued edicts and had 
them carved on pillars and 
rocks, He built shrines 
and monasteries to mark 
the sacred places of Bud- 
dhism, He sent religious 


CAPITAL ; SARNATH 


missions from time to time 
to all the neighbouring 
kingdoms. Some were sent 
to the Dravidian kingdoms 
in the South ; one was sent 
to Ceylon under his brother, 
Mahendra, who is Said to 
have preached Buddhism 
there ; some were also sent 
to the kingdoms in the West 
as far as Egypt and Greece, 
As a result of Asoka’s work, 
very nearly the whole of 
eastern Asia became Bud- 


dhist in the centuries to 
follow. 


V INDIA FROM THE FALL OF THE MAURYAS TO THE RISE OF THE GUPTAS 


THE MAURYA EMPIRE 


B.C. 
322—|—Accession of Chandragupta 
Maurya 
305— |—Defeat of Seleucus Nicator 
Bra ra 
| 
273—|—Accession of Asoka 
261— —The conquest of Kalinga 
| 
| 
| 
| ii 
ASOKAS EMPIRE 
(250 BC) 
232—|—Death of Asoka : the decline Rock Edicts and Minor Rock Edicts ...dh 
of the Maurya empire ' “st 
Pillar Edicts 
200—|—Rise of the Andhra power INDIA IN 250 B.C. 
Notes—At this time, India fell into two chief political zones: (1) 
Asoka’s empire, and (2) the Dravidian kingdoms of the south. Asoka’s 
empire stretched from the Hindu Kush to the Brahmaputra, and from 
185—|—Brihadratha, the last Kashmir and Nepal to about latitude 13° N. It contained some tributary 


| Maurya king, killed states of which the Andhra kingdom was the chief. 


V INDIA FROM THE FALL OF THE MAURYAS TO THE: 
RISE OF THE GUPTAS (185 3B.c. TO a.p. 320) 


When the Maurya empire broke up a number 
of smaller kingdoms began to rise. There were 


also invasions of foreign tribes from beyond the 
north-west borders, so India was in a very dis- 
turbed state. 


In 185 B.c. Pushyamitra, the commander-in- 
chief of the Maurya army, overthrew his master 
and founded the Sunga dynasty. Like the 
Mauryas, he ruled from Pataliputra, but over an 
empire which was very much smaller than Asoka’s, 
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Though hostile kings often invaded his empire, 
he was able to beat them back. His dynasty 
lasted four generations. The last two kings 
were only figure-heads and the real power was in 
the hands of their ministers, the Kanvas, who 
overthrew them in 73 B.c. 


COIN OF KADPHISES II 


The principal rivals of the Sungas were the 
Kalingas in the South-east, the Andhras in the 
South, the Sakas in the West, and the Greeks 
in the North-west, 

The Kalingas became 
independent soon after 
the death of Asoka, and 
Kharavela, their king, 
twice invaded Magadha 
in the reign of Pushya- 
mitra, and at the second 
invasion captured Patali- 
putra and seized 
treasures. 


its 


The Andhras rose to 
power in the Deccan 
under Simuka, the 
famous Satavahana king, 
who declared his inde- 
pendence about 240 B.c. 
The next two kings, 
Krishna and Satakarni,ex- 
tended their empire along 
the Godavari as far as the 
Western Ghats. The 
next king invaded the 
territory of the Sungas, 
captured Ujjain and 
finally Vidisa itself. The 
victory made the Andhras 
i great power in India. 
Later on they often 
fought with the foreign 
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satraps of Nasik and Ujjain. Their rule lasted 
roughly for four centuries and a half, and was 
marked by prosperity in trade and agriculture, 
by religious toleration and a large output in 
literature and art 


During this period conditions in the Punjab 


BUDDHA COIN OF KANISHKA 


and beyond it were rapidly changing. When 
the Mauryan Emperors ruled, the empire of 
Seleucus was keeping the nomads in check and 
keeping the 
Hindu Kush 
region peace- 
ful. But as 
the Mauryan 
empire declin- 
ed, this empire 
of Seleucus 
also broke up. 

Bactria de- 
clared her in- 
dependence in 
250 B.C., and 
Parthia in 248 
B.c., and the 
nomads of 
Central Asia 
advanced in 
large numbers 
beyond the 
Oxus. To 
these restless 
nomads India 
offered a 
tempting field. 
Pressed by 
these people, 
the Greek prin- 
ces from Bac- 
tria advanced 
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V INDIA FROM THE FALL OF THE MAURYAS TO THE RISE OF THE GUPTAS 


INDIA FROM 185. 3.c. TO 


_ AD. 225 
B.C. 
185——Accession of Pushyamitra SS SS 
175—|—Invasion of Menander Fs NN 


157—|—Kharavela defeats the king of 


| Magadha ams 
138— —Mithridates I conquers Taxila 


| 
{ 
73—|—Beginning of Saka and Pallava 
supremacy in the Punjab; the 

Kanvas succeed the Sungas 


| 
28——End of the Kanva dynasty 
d APARA SAMUDRA\ we ~PURVA SAMUDRA 
A.D. 
50——End of Saka and Pallava 
| supremacy in the Punjab; 
| _Kadphises I INDIA c. I5O A.D. 
78—|—Initial year of the Saka era; 
accession of Kadphises II Probable Boundaries -——— 
ra Kushan Empire = SY 
Western Satraps 
| iP 
c, 120—|—Accession of Kanishka Andhra Kingdom E==j 
Notes.—The map shows the distribution of powers reached 
after two centuries of changes. ‘The changes consisted of foreign 
invasions on the one hand and the growth of native dynasties on 
the other. There were four main divisions—(1) the “empire of 
Kanishka extending into central Asia and Persia, and on the east 
x as far as Banaras; (2) the Kalinga kingdom of Kharayela; (3) 
¢. 225——End of the Andhra dynasty the Andhra kingdom in the Deccan claiming overlordship over 
the ue in the west; and (4) the Dravidian kingdoms of the 
south, 


along the Kabul valley, and set up small king- got the name of Saka-dvipa. They then con- 


doms in the Punjab, quered Saurashtra and Gujarat. Their further 
One of these princes, Menander, advanced as progress was cut off by the Andhras. 

far as Pataliputra, but was checked by Pushya- Among these foreigners, the Kushans became 

mitra. the most powerful. They were a clan of the 


The Parthians (the Pallavas), under Mithri- nomad tribe whom the Chinese called Yueh-chi. 
dates, and the Sakas moved down the Bolan The Kushan King, Kadphises I (about a.p. 40), 
Pass, and conquered the Indus delta, which then conquered Bactria and Gandhara from the Greeks, 
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His son, Kadphises IJ, conquered Indian terri- 
tory as far as Banaras in the East and the Narbada 
(Narmada) in the South. Kanishka, who became 
king about A.D. 120, added Khotan, Yarkand, and 
Kashgar, and made Peshawar his capital. In the 
meanwhile, western Asia came under the Roman 
Empire, and Kanishka had friendly relations with 
it. There was peace within his empire and the 
great days of the Maurya period were revived, 
Kanishka’s reign lasted till ap. 144. He was 
succeeded by Huvishka, who reigned till a.p, 162. 
But after him the empire began to break up, 
and much of its territory beyond the Indus 


probably became a part of a new Persian Empire 
that grew up early in the third century. 

These foreign princes, however, gradually 
adopted Indian religions. Heliodoros raised a 
stone pillar in honour ‘of Vishnu. Kadphises II 
used Shiva’s image on his coins. Kanishka 
became a Buddhist, built shrines and monasteries, 
and held a Buddhist Council to settle the doc- 
trine. The last of the Kushans was called 
Vasudeva. The conversion of foreigners brought 
new influences into Indian culture. The Greeks, 
in particular, improved the art of making images 
in stone. 


VI THE AGE OF THE GUPTAS 


When the Kushan empire broke up India 
again became a land of small kingdoms, Kushan 
kings ruled in the Punjab and the Kabul valley, 
and Saka satraps ruled in Gujarat and Malwa, 


COIN OF SAMUDRAGUPTA 


In the Deccan, the Andhras declined and gave 
place to the Pallavas, and far in the South were 
the three principal Dravidian kingdoms. The 
history of the third century is therefore not 
clear in its details, 

Early in the fourth century a new power ap- 
peared in Magadha which was able to bring the 
whole of north India under one rule again. Some 
time before ap, 320 a king in Magadha, 
Chandragupta by name, married Kumaradeyi 
of the powerful Lichchavi clan, 'Their marriage 
increased Chandragupta’s power and he was 
able to conquer the whole of Magadha and Oudh. 
About A.D. 330, Chandragupta was succeeded 
by his son, Samudragupta—a conqueror and a 
scholar, a poet and a musician, He brought the 
whole of the Ganges (Ganga) Basin under his 
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tule and led a campaign into South India, He 
marched by way of Sambalpur to Vengi. Near 
the Colair Lake he was opposed by a group of 
South India princes of whom the most import- 
ant was the Pallava prince, 
Samudragupta defeated them, 
him as their overlord and marched back into 
Bihar. His empire extended from the mouth 
of the Ganges to the Jumna (Yamuna) and the 
Chambal in the West, and from the foot of the 
Himalayas to the Narbada in the South. But his 
fame had spread beyond the limits of his empire. 
Eastern Bengal and Assam in the East, 
and Kumaon in the North, 
States and the Kushan Princes in 
paid him homage, 

His son Chandragupta IJ succee 
A.D. 380. In a few years he con 
and Maharashtra from the Saka sai 

The Gupta empire remained 
the next two rulers, Kumaragupta I and Skanda- 
gupta. Later on, at the end of the fifth century 
A.D., it began to break up. The Huns under 
their chieftain, Toramana, conquered Malwa 
about the year A.D. 500. His son and successor, 
Mihiragula, invaded Magadha. The Hun power 
was overthrown by Yasodharman of Malwa about 
A.D. 528. But the Gupta empire fell to Pieces 
before the Hun attack and India became once 
again a land of small kingdoms in the sixth century. 


Vishnugopa. But 
made them accept 


Nepal 
and the Punjab 
the North-west 


ded him about 
quered Malwa 
traps, 

Powerful under 


The rule of the Guptas saw the golden age of 
Indian art, learning and religious activity. The 
government was mild, crime was rare, and the 
kings were tolerant of all religions. The kings, 
howeyer, were Hindus, and encouraged Sanskrit. 
Kalidas produced his best poetry at the court 


VI THE AGE OF THE GUPTAS 


of Chandragupta II. Aryabhatta and Varaha- 
mihira added much to Indian mathematics 
and astronomy. And the temples and images 
that now remain remind us of the high state of 
perfection of Gupta art. 

It was in this period, too, that Chinese pilgrims 


INDIA FROM 4D. 320 


TO 528 
aon R 
Pureshapura 
} 320—(—Accession of Chandra- 3 Ss 
gupta I ye EN 
oy  ARARTRIPUR 
335—|—Accession of Samudra- K >> 
gupta 


375—|—Accession of Chandra- 
gupta II (Vikramaditya) 
388—] 
$ Conquest of western India 
401—|) by Chandragupta II MAHAKOSALA cou 
pee & 
414—|—Accession of Kumara- 
| gupta 
THE GUPTA EMPIRE 
AT THE CLOSE OF THE 
| p 
j FOURTH CENTURY 
) 455—|—Accession of Skanda- We 
gupta 
500— aaron. of ‘Toramana anno 


__ Notes.—In the north, the Gupta empire extended to the base of the 
Himalayas, but did not include Kashmir. The Jumna and the Chambal 
at first formed its western boundary. But in about A.D. 400, the 
western satrapy (Malwa, Gujarat, Saurashtra) came under the Guptas, 
To the east of the Gupta empire lay the tributary states of Samatata, 
Davaka, Kamarupa, Kartripura and Nepal. To the South were situated 
the independent kingdoms of Devarashtra, Mahakosala, Chola, Pandya, 
Chera and the kingdom of the Pallavas. 


c. 528——Defeat of Mihiragula by 
the Indian Powers 
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flocked to the sacred places of Buddhism. One people. In their turn, Indian monks sailed away 
of these was Fa-hien, whose diary of travel gives to Java and China to spread their learning and 
a yivid picture of the life and customs of the build up monastic brotherhoods. 


Vil INDIA IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY 


Towards the end of the sixth century, three Narbada. Kashmir, the Punjab, and modern 
kingdoms rose to power, and the seventh century Rajasthan remained independent. As the empire 
opened with their struggles for supremacy in their grew in extent, Harsha transferred his capital 
respective zones. The kingdom of Thanesar, from Thanesar to Kanauj. } 
under Prabhakaravardhana, was trying to beat About 620 Harsha also led a campaign to the 
off the Huns and other foreign chieftains inthe South, to bring the Deccan under his control, 
South-west, and to But Pulakesin II of the 
conquer the kingdoms 7 Sear iy %}) Chalukya dynasty de- 
on the lower Ganges feated Harsha and kept 
in the East. him out of the Deccan. 

The Chalukyas of The Chalukyas and 
Badami were trying the Pallavas were keen 
to bring the Deccan rivals for supremacy in 
under their control. the Deccan. About 

The Pallavas of 642, Narasimhavarman 


Kanchi under their Pallava killed Pula- 
kings, Simhavishnu kesin in battle, and 
and Mahendravarman, won the first rank in 


were at war with the the Deccan. But in 
Chalukyas and the 674, Pulakesin’s son 


Tamil states. defeated the Pallayas 
By 625 each of the and captured their 
three kingdoms had capital, Kanchi. 


won a large empire After a century of 


and a name for good struggle, the Chalukyas 
government and cul- MUKTESVARA TEMPLE, KANCHI Were overthrown by 


tural progress. But the Rashtrakutas and 
the early years were full of unrest. Inthe North, the Pallavas by the Cholas. 


Prabhakaravardhana died, and his son, Rajya- Interesting details about the condition of the 
vardhana, was treacherously murdered in 605 by people are recorded by Hiuen Tsang, 
the king of Gaur. But Prabhakara’s second son, Pilgrim, who visited all the three e: 
Harshavardhana, then a young lad of about Says that the empires were well 
sixteen, avenged the murder and seated himself that religious toleration was the usual Policy. 
firmly on the throne. The year of his formal Buddhism was a Popular religion. Harsha, at 
coronation was 606, and his teign continued first a Hindu, became a Buddhist later on, The 


till 647. Buddhist University of Nalanda contained 
His early years were crowded with campaigns sands of scholars. 


in which he was able to conquer the whole of 
north India, from the Sutlej to the delta of the 
Ganges, and from the Himalayan slopes to the 


a Chinese 
mpires. He 
governed and 


‘hou- 
The Chalukyas were Hindus, 


but Buddhist monasteries were found all over 
their empire. The most famous of these were 
at Ajanta. The Pallavas also were famous 
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builders. The Muktesvara temple at Kanchi show the good taste and the great skill of Pallava 
and the rock-cut pagodas at Mahabalipuram craftsmen. 


INDIA FROM A.v. 606 TO 674 


606—|—Accession of Harshavardhana 


620—|—Pulakesin II defeats Harsha 


CHALUKYAS 
UNDER 


. PULAKESIN IL 
642—|—Defeat of Pulakesin 11 by Nara- 
simhavarman Pallava 


647—|—Death of Harsha 


Notes.—India in 640 contained three great empires and several] 
independent states, The empires were arranged as follows: (2) 
Ps Harsha’s in the North; (2) the Chalukya empire, extending from 
674—\-The Chalukyas capture the the Narbada to the Krishna (Amaravati); and (3) the Pallava empire 

Pallaya capital, Kanchi ruling over the eastern half of South India, from the Mahanadi to 
the South Pennar. The independent states lay in modern Rajasthan 
and the Indus valley up to Kashmir. 


VUI INDIA FROM THE DEATH OF HARSHA TO 
THE MUSLIM CONQUEST 


The long period of five and a half centuries Great changes were taking place in Western 
following the death of Harsha saw the birth of Asia. Mohammad, the Prophet, had preached 
new kingdoms, both within India and beyond his new religion in Arabia, and his followers 
its borders. were founding new kingdoms to spread the 
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new faith. Baghdad was occupied 
by a famous line of Caliphs. In 712, 
the Arabs conquered Sind. The 
Kabul valley also passed into Mus- 
lim hands. But this Muslim in- 
yasion of Sind did not greatly 
change the course of events in India. 
Seventh and Eighth Centuries — 
The first hundred years up to 750 
was a period of slow beginnings. 
Then some of the new dynasties 
became powerful. Gopala founded 
the Pala dynasty in Bengal. Under 
his successors, Dharmapala and 
Devapala, the influence of the Palas 
was felt all over North India as far as 
Gandhara. They continued to rule 


VISHNU 
From the temple at Konatak, Orissa 


situa 
HINDU TEMPLE AT KHAJURAHO 


till the Muslim conquest of Bihar in 1193. They built 
many irrigation tanks, and encouraged the building of 
shrines and monasteries. They were Buddhists, but 
were tolerant of other religions. 

About the same time, the Chalukyas of Badami were 
overthrown by a new dynasty known as the Rashtrakutas. 
They set up their capital at Manyakheta (Malkhed), now 
in Mysore. The most famous king of the line was 
Amoghavarsha, He was a Jain, and his re‘igion spread 
among the people. The Rashtrakuta kings encouraged 
Overseas trade with the Arabs of Sind. 

The Ninth Century.—Early in the ninth century, 
Nagabhata Parihara captured Kanauj and conquered the 
neighbouring provinces. Bhoja Parihara, the third king 
of the line, extended his empire from thi 
Pala territory. It included Saurashtra an 
the clans between the Ganges and the Vindhyas paid 
him tribute, A famous poet, Rajashekhara, lived at his 
court and educated his son. ‘This empire checked the 


expansion of Muslim power in Sind. 

After Bhoja’s death, the Chandels of Bundelkhand 
became independent of the Pariharas, and built up a large 
kingdom in Central India, They constructed lakes for 
irrigation and built the beautiful temples at Khajuraho, 

The Tenth Century.—The tenth century saw the rise 
of two more dynasties, About 973 the Chalukyas again 
ee us paesom with Kalyani as capital. They were 

with the Cholas, Vikramanka Chalukya 


was = Steatest king of the line. In his capital lived 
6 


€ Sutlej to the 
d Gujarat, and, 
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Vijnanesvara, a great commentator on Hindu 
Law. 

By the end of the century, the Cholas rose to 
power and fame. Aditya Chola overthrew the 
Pallayas. Rajaraja the Great conquered Vengi, 
Kalinga, Coorg and Kerala. With a strong 
fleet he conquered Ceylon and the islands nearby. 
His son, Rajendra, led an expedition into the 
Pala country and defeated its king. He reached 


INDIA FROM a.p. 712 TO 1141 


712—'—Arab conquest of Sind 


757—,—The early Chalukyas over- 
thrown by the Rashtrakutas 


815—\—Accession of Amoghavarsha 
Rashtrakuta 


840—)| 
to |) Bhoja Parihara, king of 
Kanauj 
890— 
| 
| 
973——The Chalukya dynasty of 


Kalyani founded by Taila 
1001—|—Sultan Mahmud defeats Jaipal 


1023—|—Rajendra Choladeva I invades 
Bengal 


1696—|—Accession of Vikramanka 
Chaluleya 
€. 1110——|) 
: d up to Mysore, was under 
ti \Vishnu-vardhana Hoysala, king 
od of Mysore territory 
raves century, 


and Chera. 


Notes, The states of the borderland—t{ashmir, Nepal 


the Ganges and took the title of Gangai Konda 
Choladeva. His fleets occupied Pegu and the 
Nicobars. The Cholas have thus a proud place 
in Indian history for building up an empire across 
the seas. Their government was efficient, and 
villages were allowed to elect committees to 
look after roads, tanks and irrigation. The land 
was carefully surveyed and fair taxes were collec- 
ted. 


} 
Partabgarh| | 
Unie ans 


RASHTRAKUTAS (7 
Malches\Manyahhets) 


AT THE CLOSE OF THE 
NINTH CENTURY 


Approximate Boundaries « 
Fluctuating Frontier 7 


and 


Assam—were for some time under foreign rule, The rest of India, 


Rajput clans, ‘Their kingdoms were 


comparatively small, and boundaries were constantly changing, 
The Pariharas, however, built up an extensive empire in the ena 


In the South were the kingdoms of Pallava, Chola, Pandya 
Of these, the Cholas rose to great power, with 


Possessions beyond the seas, 
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The Eleventh Century—The next century was 
crowded with rapid changes. In the south, the 
Hoysala dynasty was founded in Mysore by 
Bittideva or Vishnu-vardhana. He was a Jain, 
but was converted to Hinduism by Ramanuja. 
The religious zeal of the period was shown in 
the building of the massive and richly carved 
temples of Halebid. 

In the north Mahmud of Ghazni made a num- 
ber of raids into the Indian plains, and occupied 
the Punjab. This event weakened many of the 
old ruling dynasties and brought new ones into 
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power. The Pariharas fell before the Gaharwars, 
and the Chandels before the Chauhans. These 
kingdoms continued into the next century, until 
the Muslim conquest. 

The whole period is an age of war and warriors. 
Yet literature and learning, religion and arts 
continued to grow. Court bards sang of the 
heroic deeds of their princes, and law was studied 
and reformed. Trade and agriculture were en- 
couraged, and religious zeal produced beautiful 
images and magnificent temples. 


THE RISE OF THE MUSLIM POWER (1175-1321) 


The thirteenth century marks a turning point 
in Indian history. Turkish and Afghan adven- 
turers poured into the country and occupied 
its richest tracts. They were Muslims and 
were fired with religious zeal, but they came even 
more in search of lands, loot and slaves. They 
were much more united than the petty kings in 
India and so the latter went down under the 
Muslim attacks, 

The first leader to start the work of conquest was 
Sultan Muhammad Ghori. In 1173 he began his 
attacks, secured Lahore in 1186 and adyanced 
into the Ganges basin. In the first engagement, 
at Tarain, he was not successful ; but in 1192 he 
defeated an allied Rajput army at the same place. 
It was a crushing defeat for the Hindu princes, 
The Indian leader, Prithviraja, was killed, with 
many of his allies; and the Ganges valley lay 
at the conqueror’s feet. Ajmer, Kanauj and 
Delhi were taken and sacked. Kutb-ud-din 
Aibak, a slave of Muhammad Ghori, reduced the 
country to submission. Another officer seized 
Bihar and Bengal. Thus, within twenty years, 
the Muslims had become masters of the Indo- 
Gangetic plain. 

Muhammad Ghori was 
Kutb-ud-din, his governor in India, was recog- 
nized as his Successor, and became the first 
Sultan of Delhi. He began the Kutb Minar, 
the first of the great Mussulman structures in 
India. He died in 1210. 

At this stage the position of the Delhi Sulta- 
nate was hardly secure, It had three enemies 


murdered in 1206; 


to overcome: (1) its own rebellious governors ; 
(2) the Rajputs, who were hostile ; (3) the heathen 
Mongols from central Asia who were often 
invading the frontier provinces. 

The Slave Dynasty of Kutb-ud-din produced 
two great rulers, Iltutmish (1211-36) and Balban 
(1266-87). They crushed the provincial gover- 
nors, put down the Rajputs of Malwa and Bundel- 
khand, and drove back the Mongols. 
Balban, in particular, showed great 
foresight in his policy. He built a 
chain of forts along the frontier and 
made his kingdom a refuge for the 
victims of the Mongols. His strong 
tule gave peace to the country and 
strengthened Muslim power in India. 

The Khaljis: Extension of Muslim 
Power to the South. Soon after 
Balban’s death, the Slave Dynasty 
was overthrown by_Jalal-ud-din 
Khalji who was placed on the throne 
by the Khalji nobles. 

He, too, continued the wars of con- 
quest. The gallant Rajputs of Malwa 
rebelled, but were defeated, and Ujjain 
and Bhilsa were captured. His 
nephew, Ala-ud-din, marched further 
south and seized and looted Deogiri, 
the Yadava capital. On his return he 
murdered his uncle and made himself 
king. 

Ala-ud-din was the greatest con- 
queror among the Delhi sultans. He 
entered the strong kingdoms of the 
Rajputs and conquered Malwa and 
Gujarat. His general, Malik Kafur, 
forced the Hindu powers of South 
India to recognize the Delhi sultan as 
their overlord. The empire of the 


ARABIAN 
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years and more, the condition of the Indians was 
very hard. The conquerors were fierce. They en- 
slaved their prisoners of war and destroyed Hindu 
temples and Buddhist monasteries. Conversion 
was forced upon the non-Muslims, and those who 
refused to be converted were made to pay special 
taxes. Ala-ud-din made it his policy to make the 
Hindus poor to keep them obedient to his rule, 


Sauna 


*Kalinjar 


Ks{ftajamahended 
BAY OF 
BENGAL 


Delhi sultanate thereupon reached its 
widest limits. Ala-ud-din also re- 
vived Balban’s frontier policy, and 
checked the advance of the Mongols. 
He died in 1316, and his dynasty fell 
within four years of his death. 
Throughout these one hundred 


by 1200, 
The 


Notes. The Delhi Sultanate was the result of fifty years of 
conquest. 
1192, and Kanauj in 1194. Before 1206 Kutb-ud-din had overrun 
Malwa, Gujarat and Bundelkhand. Bihar and Bengal were occupied 


Muhammad Ghori captured Lahore in 1186, Delhi in 


Iitutmish brought Bengal under his rule. 
Rajputs continued to be independent in Anhalwara, 


Deogiri and Warangal, and the Hoysalas in Dwarasamudra. 
The Tamil kingdoms, too, were independent. 
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In their own way, however, the 
Delhi sultans encouraged art and 
literature. Persian poets received 
generous gifts from Balban and Ala- 
ud-din, and mosques and monuments 
were raised in the principal towns 
of the empire. 


Notes. The map shows the expansion 
of Muslim power to the south under the 
Khaljis. Ala-ud-din established his 
overlordship over Deogiri in 1294 and 
annexed Ellichpur. Between 1302 and 
1311, Malik Kafur captured Warangal and 
Dwarasamudra, and reduced the Chola 
and Pandya kingdoms to the Position of 
tributary states. The empire thus reached 
as far south as latitude 10° N, 

Kashmir, Cutch, Junagadh, part of 
Orissa and a small strip in the South 
alone remained independent. 


X INDIA FROM 1321 TO 1400 


The empire of Balban and Ala-ud-din continued 
to grow in extent and power in the next twenty- 
five years. Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlak became 
sultan in 1320. He guarded the Indus frontier, 
and his son, Juna Khan, suppressed the Rajput 
rebellion at Deogiri and annexed the Kakatiya 
kingdom of Warangal in 1323. 
Ghiyas-ud-din himself put do 
Bengal. 

The empire, however, 
gether and Juna Khan, w 
had fresh troubles to face, 


Two years later, 
Wn a revolt in 


Was loosely held to- 
hen he became king, 
and could not arrest 
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the break-up. As king he called himself Muham- 


mad Tughlak. He was a very pious and 
learned man, and a man of considerable foresight 
too. But in his reign the rains very often failed, 
and famine and Plague broke out; nor did his 
measures produce the desired results, 
27 he shifted his ca: 


heavy taxes. He tried a token coinage—a very 
advanced measure for the times. The people 
did not accept it, and so it created confusion in 
prices and trade, His subjects grew discon- 
tented, and Provincial governors rose in rebellion. 
Bengal revolted in 1338 and became practically 
independent. Sind and Gujarat also rebelled. 
In 1347 Hasan Gangu Bahmani set up an inde- 
pendent kingdom in the Deccan with Gulbarga 
as its capital. 


INDIA FROM 1192 TO 1398 


1192—/—Muhammad_ Ghori defeats 
Prithviraja at Tarain (ii) 


1206—|—Kutb-ud-din Aibak, Sultan of 


Delhi 
1211—|—Iltutmish 
ow Delhi 
1236—|—Accession of Queen Raziyya ULTANA 
1266—|—Accession of Balban 


1290—|—The Khaljis succeed the Slave 


Kings 
1302—| Southern campaigns of Malik 
to i Kafur 
1311 
1325—|—Accession of Muhammad 
Tughlak 


1336——Foundation of Vijayanagar 


1347——The Bahmani kingdom founded 


X INDIA FROM 1321 TO 1400 


In the meanwhile, the Hindus of the South 
were organizing themselves to throw off Muslim 
tule. In 1333 Bukka Raya, a local chieftain, 
founded the city of Vijayanagar under the in- 
struction of Madhavacharya. 

In the midst of disorder, Muhammad Tughlak 
died in 1351. He was succeeded by Feroz 
Tughlak. Feroz was a wise ruler. He lightened 
the taxes, advanced money to cultivators and 
improved irrigation. He was, however unable 
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1351—| 
| 

to | Feroz Shah, sultan of Delhi Notes. The Delhi sultanate in 1398 had become less than half 

| of what it was in 1318. ‘The break-up of the empire, however, 

| did not mean the decline of the Muslim power in India. Besides 

1388— the Delhi sultanate, the Muslims ruled over Jaunpur, Bengal, 

a Malwa, Khandesh, Gujarat, Kashmir, and the Bahmani Kingdom. 

1398— —Invasion of Timur Only Gondwana, Orissa, Vijayanagar, and Kutch and western 


950 


Saurashtra were under Hindu kings. 
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to reconquer the lost provinces. But though he 
ruled a smaller empire, he drew a larger income. 

Feroz died in 1388. Civil war and confusion 
followed his death, In 1398 the Mongols, now 


converted to Islam, marched under Timur into 
Delhi. Delhi was sacked, and ‘Timur was recog- 
nized as the emperor. 

The Delhi sultanate faded away. 


XI INDIA IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 


doms and new developments in trade } 
and culture. 


RANA SANGA 


Soon after Timur returned from 
India, the Tughlak dynasty came to an 
end and the Sayyid dynasty took its 
place. ‘The Sayyids, however, ruled 
as Timur’s Viceroys, and their king- 
dom consisted only of the Dethi pro- 
vince. The Lodis, who succeeded 
them in 1451, reconquered the pro- 
vinces in the upper Ganges valley ; but 
their empire could hardly compare with Ala-ud- 
din’s. Thus the Delhi sultanate lived on as a 
petty power, until it was overthrown, in 1526, 
by Babur. 

But the decay of the Delhi sultanate did not 
mean the fall of Muslim power in India, On the 
contrary, it became stronger, and, to a large 
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extent, more popular in sey 
After 'Timur’s invasion, 


of the ruler of Delhi 


eral parts of India. 
Provincial governors 


‘ became independent and 
built up smaller kingdoms on the ruins of the 


a empire. In the West, there were Gujarat, 
ind and Multan. Jaunpur lay in the Ganges 
valley ; and further east there was Bengal, In 


central India there was Malwa. In the - 


Deccan, the Bahmani kingdom was ex- 
tending its territory on every side, and 
although it broke up, in its turn, late in 
the fifteenth century, the power remain- 
ed in Muslim hands. 

The character of Muslim rule also 
changed in these kingdoms. Many of 
these kings had to give up the harsh 
methods of Ala-ud-din, and try to pro- 
mote the welfare of their subjects to win 
their love and loyalty. Gujarat produc- 
ed a very popular ruler. In Jaunpur, 
the kings raised fine buildings and 
founded schools and colleges. Nusrat 
Shah, of Bengal, encouraged Bengali 
literature and ordered a Bengali trans- 
lation of the Mahabharata and the 
Bhagavata. The Bahmani kings started 
schools in many villages, and colleges in 
towns. 

In the meanwhile, Hindu states also 
gathered strength. They found safe 
territories far away from Muslim powers 
in the hilly tracts and set up kingdoms. 
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been conquered. The Rajputs, driven 
from the river valleys, founded a belt of 
kingdoms from the Aravallis to Orissa. 
They found able leaders in the Ranas 
of Mewar, and carried on constant 
warfare with the Muslims. Rana 
Kumbha defeated the king of Malwa in 
1440, and built the Tower of Victory at 
Chitor. Rana Sanga seized the capital 
of Malwa, and often attacked Gujarat. 
He even planned to seize Delhi itself, but 
was defeated by Babur. 

In the south the Vijayanagar kingdom, 
particularly under Krishna Deya Raya 
(1509-29), expanded over the southern 
Deccan. It had a strong army and a 
brisk foreign trade. It carried on a 
continuous struggle with the Bahmani 
kingdom. Only in 1565 was it over- 
thrown by the Muslims at Talikota. 

New faiths were also growing up. In 
the Punjab, Nanak preached the worship 
of one God and founded the Sikh 


y religion. In Orissa and Bengal, Chai- 


tanya was reviving the worship of 


Nepal, Bhutan and Assam hed never KRISHNA DEVA RAYA Krishna, 


a 
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XII THE PORTUGUESE AND THE INDIAN TRADE 


Towards the end of the fifteenth 
century, Indian trade with Europe 
was directed along a new channel, 
The Portuguese desired to seize it 
from the Arabs and carry it by way 


INDO-PORTUGUESE COIN 


of the Cape of Good Hope. In 1498, 
Vasco da Gama reached Calicut. 
But the Portuguese had to face the 
opposition of the Arab traders. So 
they sent a fleet under Alfonso 
@’Albuquerque. He built a line of 
forts on the shores of the Indian 
ocean, at Socotra and Ormuz; at 
Diu, Goa and Cochin; at Colombo 
and Malacca. His work gave the 
Portuguese the mastery of the sea 
and a control over Indian trade, 
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Notes. Most of the states of 1398 existed in 1525. But there 
was change of boundaries and appearance of new states. ‘The Delhi 
sultanate had lost Rajputana, Sind and Multan, but had annexed 
Jaunpur and Bihar. Kutch and Junagadh had become part of the 
kingdom of Gujarat. The Bahmani kingdom had been extended 
by the conquest of Telingana in the east, and a strip of territory in 
the west, but it had split into the five states of Ahmadnagar, Berar, 
Bidar, Bijapur and Golconda. 

Bengal had lost Bihar. The other kingdoms retained almost the 
same boundaries as before, 
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INDIA FROM 1414 'TO 1526 


1414——The Sayyids in Delhi and _ its 
neighbourhood. 


1451— —The Lodis succeed the Sayyids 
at Delhi 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1498——Vasco da Gama arrives at 
| Calicut 


15 1o— —Portuguese conquest of Goa 


1526——First battle of Panipat 


XIII THE MOGUL EMPIRE FROM 1526 TO 1707 


The history of Muslim rule in 
India took a new turn in the six- 
teenth century. The Delhi Sultans 
gaye place to the Moguls, who 
made their rule both powerful and 
glorious. . 

Their leader, Babur, belonged to 
the family of Timur. He was a 
brave and adventurous prince. In 
1504 he had conquered Kabul ; and, 
some twenty years later, he saw the 
weakness of the Delhi sultanate 
and invaded India. In 1526 he 
made his bold march towards Delhi, 
and secured the valleys of the Indus 
and the upper Ganges in the next 
three years. He defeated the Lodis 
at Panipat, the Rajputs at Khanua 
and the Afghan chieftains of Bihar 
and Bengal at Ghaghra. But before 
he could set up his rule firmly, he 
died in 1530. 

His son, Humayun, had to face 
a double attack: from (1) Sher 
Shah in the East, and (2) Bahadur 
Shah of Gujarat in the West. 
Humayun, who was lazy and plea- 
sure-loving, lost his throne to Sher 
Shah after ten years of war. 

Sher Shah was a wise ruler. In 
his short reign of five years, he laid 
out roads, surveyed the land, and 
organized the army. But his suc- 
cessors—the son and the nephew— 
were weak, and the latter was over- 
thrown by Humayun in 1555. 

Humayun died in 1556. Akbar, 
who was very young, had to defeat 
Hemu, the minister of Sher Shah’s 
nephew, at Panipat to secure Delhi, 
the capital. Then, after making 
his position safe on the throne, he 
continued his wars of conquest 
throughout a reign of fifty years. 

Akbar, however, is known more 
for his ideals and organizing 
work than for his conquests. 


BABUR (1526-30) HUMAYUN (1530-40, 1555) 


AKBAR (1556-1605) 
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JAHANGIR (1605-27) 


As each province was conquered it was formed 
into a Suba (district) and placed under a Subadar 
with powers to supervise the district officers, 
Mansabdars were appointed to supply men and 
horses to the king’s army. More than all, he 
tried to make his government popular among 
the conquered people. He showed toleration to 
non-Muslims, encouraged intermarriages, and 
admitted Hindu princes to the highest offices 
of the state. In 1574 his minister, Todar Mal, 
began a land survey, and collected Iand taxes 
according as the yield was more or less, In 
1582 Akbar even proclaimed a new religion 
(Din Ilahi), which Hindus and Muslims could 
alike accept. Akbar also made his capital a 
centre of learning and of arts. He founded an 
imperial library, supported poets and musicians, 
and decorated his cities with tombs, mosques 
and palaces. Akbar’s court had its ‘gems’ and 
Akbar was the beloved Padshah of his subjects. 
In 1605 Akbar died, and was succeeded by his 
son, Jahangir. He was assisted by his queen 
Nur Jahan, who took an active interest in the 
affairs of state. He continued his father’s work, 
and forced Mewar and Ahmadnagar to submit. 
Jahangir was a good judge anda great lover of 
art. A brilliant school of Painting, known as 


the Mogul school, grew up under the patron- 
age of the Mogul emperors. 


New forces, however, were growing, which 
were to crush the Mogul empire in the centuries 
to come. The Sikhs were developing into a 
martial class under Guru Hargobind, From 


1615-18 Sir Thomas Roe was in India, and 


HISTORY 


Ot ear 


SHAH JAHAN (1627-58) 


obtained for the English East India Company 
Permission to trade in the Mogul empire. 
In 1622, Kandahar was seized by the Shah of 
Persia, and the frontier defences of the empire 
were thereby weakened. For the time being, 
however, the Mogul empire looked strong. 
Shah Jahan, the son and successor of Jahangir, 
also added to the extent of the empire. He con- 
quered Ahmadnagar again and forced Bijapur 


AURANGZEB (1658-1704) 
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THE MOGUL EMPIRE 
FROM 1526 TO 1707 


1526—|—First battle of Panipat 


1540— —Accession of Sher Shah at Agra 


1556——Defeat of Hemu at Second battle of Panipat 


1565—,—Abolition of the jizya tax 


1573—| ; 
to \ Administrative reforms of Akbar 
1574— 
1582— —Proclamation of Din Ilahi 
1600—'—Grant of charter to the East India Company 
1605— —Enthronement of Jahangir 
1615—| | 
to ‘Sir Thomas Roe at the Mogul Court 
1618— }) 


1627——Accession of Shah Jahan 
| 


1639——Grant of site of Madras to the English 


1661— —Cession of Bombay 
1669— —The Visvanath temple of Banaras destroyed 
1674— —The Coronation of Sivaji 


1679——Reimposition of the jizya 


1691——Grreatest southern extension of the Mogul 


| 
| empire 


I ERT leat of Aurangzeb 
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and Golconda to pay him tribute. But he gave 
up Akbar’s policy of religious toleration, and 
ordered the destruction of new Hindu temples. 
Shah Jahan is chiefly remembered for his mag- 
nificent buildings—the Taj Mahal, the Pearl 
Mosque and the Diwan-i-Khas. His reign ended 
sadly, His son Aurangzeb overthrew his 
brothers, imprisoned the father, and became 
emperor in 1658. 


SIVAJI 


Aurangzeb was pious as a saint, but too narrow- 
minded for a king. He revived the jisya tax 
and persecuted the Hindus and the Sikhs, 
Hence the Rajputs and the Sikhs broke out into 
rebellion, Meanwhile, Sivaji became the leader 
of the Marathas. He awakened in them a sense 
of power and a will to defend the Hindu religion, 
In 1662 the Sultan of Bijapur accepted him as a 
king. From that time onwards he became 
Aurangzeb’s chief enemy in the Deccan. 
Aurangzeb made long and costly wars in the 
Deccan, crushed Bijapur and Golconda and 
secured tribute from Tanjore (Thanjavur) and 
Trichinopoly (Thiruchirapalli), but he could not 
crush the Marathas. These wars only made 
his treasury empty. In 1707 he died a disap- 
pointed man. 

But no one saw the weakness of the empire. 
‘Trade was prosperous and European merchants 
sought trade concessions and built factories on 
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the sea coast. ‘The French East India Com- to compete with the Dutch and the English, who 
pany was formed in 1664, and entered the field had already founded trade settlements in India. 


Gp 
YU, 


CY //y 


Vee 
on AHMADABAD YY My é ‘ 
Vena YY oY GONDWANA Ge a Y, 
SLE yore Up? Hy 8, C 
Y iy Ye A ¥ é ¢ 
(oR? 0. Gi ee BERARA ais Bie 
PSS Cams fs | coe 
ee LL. Wiz | Ac 
ee EN RS 
ALIMADNAGAR, “Fifenz = mn Ne 
Ne <. GOLCONDA aN ‘ 
oS. IBIDARY ing - ? BS 
Rol o¥ b/ N ae ax 
1, N, 
BIJAPUR? : Py 
(Portuguese) Lor he : N 
RO P=) THE 


i nie! MOGUL EMPIRE 


AT THE DEATH OF 
Calicut _“POLYGARS AKBAR (1605) 


Raver] pam 


Mangalore 


External Boundary of Empire amas 
O ae Other Boundaries — 
Madural Akbar's Provinces DELHI 


Notes.—At Akbar’s death, the Mogul empire reached the safe frontier of the Hindu- 
Kush in the North-west and touched Nepal and Assam. In the South, it followed the 
line of the Godavari and included only a part of Ahmadnagar. Within these limits the 
empire consisted of 15 subas. 

In the South the Bahmani kingdoms had been weakened by mutual wars, and the 
Mogul invasions made them weaker still. The great kingdom of Vijayanagar, too, broke 
up after 1565. Then Bijapur and Golconda annexed some of its territories. Over the 
rest of the Vijayanagar territories petty poligars rose to power—the Rajas of Chandragiri, 
the Wodeyars of Mysore, and the Nayaks of Jinji, Tanjore (Thanjavur), Ikkeri and Madura, 
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INDIA IN 1705 


ia Mogul Empire 
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Notes.—This map gives a rough idea of the distribution of the various political authorities in 
1705. The imperial troops of Delhi were holding many important strongholds in the Deccan; 
but the balance of power had tilted in favour of the Marathas, Their forces were reorganized “ad 
their power made strong by Rajaram and Tarabai, and they had brought the Mogul provinces of 
the Deccan under their overlordship. 
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bours. Sivaji had the fore- 
sight to see the weakness of 
his position and thought 
of the southern zone as a 
place to which he could 
retire in danger. This 
southern zone, made up 
of disconnected areas from 
Bellary to Tanjore, was 
won in one brilliant cam- 
paign between 1676 and 
1678. 
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XIV INDIA IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY (1707-1805) 


The Mogul Empire.—Soon after Aurangzeb’s 
death, the Mogul empire fell to pieces, Puppet 
emperors were placed on the throne by the nobles, 
Provincial governors of Oudh and the Deccan 
set up independent rule in 1724. Nadir Shah of 
Persia marched on Delhi and sacked it in 1739. 
This made the empire break up within a few 
years. The governor of Bengal made himself 
independent, and the Sikhs carved out petty 
kingdoms in the Punjab. 

The Marathas.—Among the Indian powers of 
the time, the Marathas alone showed promise 


of becoming an all-India power. Their king 
was weak, but the Peshwas (hereditary prime 
ministers) were able and ambitious men. Balaji 
Vishvanath, the first great Peshwa, in 1720 secured 
from the Mogul emperor two important grants : 
(1) independence in the Maratha territory ; (2) the 
right to collect Chauth and Sardeshmukhi from 
the other kingdoms of the Deccan. 

Baji Rao I (1720-1740) directed his ambitions to 
the north, He overthrew Muslim rule in Gujarat, 
Malwa and Bundelkhand, and appointed his 
own governors to rule over them, Pilaji Gaikwar 
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received Gujarat ; RanojiSindhia, Gwalior; Malhar Abdali, who wanted to conquer North India, 
Rao Holkar was appointed in Indore, and Raghuji defeated the Marathas at Panipat. This defeat 
Bhonsla over Nagpur. broke down Maratha supremacy in the North, 


HAIDAR ALI 


Under the next Peshwa, Balaji Baji Rao (1740- When they tried to recover their lost power, the 
61), the Marathas occupied Orissa and the English happened to outrun them in the is 
Punjab, and obtained the right to collect Chauth The rise of the British Empire.—The English 
over the whole of North India, But in 1761 the entered the competition for Indian territor after 
Marathas received a set-back. Ahmad Shah 1740, The early stages of British epaneae in 
India formed part of the mighty Struggle between 
England and France for Supremacy in commerce 
and colonies. In India the British acquired their 


LORD CLIVE 
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territories from three coastal stations—Madras, 
Calcutta and Bombay ; and they were helped by 
the growing sea power of England. 

The Carnatic Wars.—The 
first stage in the growth of 
the British power covered the 
period of two wars in Europe, 
the war of the Austrian Succes- 
sion and the Seven Years’ War. 
The attempts of the French 
Governor Dupleix to gain 
control of South India were 
defeated by Clive’s seizure and 
defence of Arcot, the capital of 
the Carnatic. The British finally 
defeated the French at the 
battle of Wandiwash in 1760, 
after which French influence in 
South India dwindled away. 

In 1756, the English fortified 
Calcutta without the permission 
of Siraj-ud-daula, the Nawab 
of Bengal. He therefore 
captured the English forts at Kassimbazaar and 
Calcutta and tried to reduce their trading rights. 
A. war followed. The English defeated him at 
Plassey in 1757, and placed Mir Jaffar on the 
throne. ‘The new Nawab gave the English 


territories. 


TIPU SULTAN (1782-99) 


the 24-Parganas, a fertile district round Calcutta, 
and allowed them to control his affairs. Bengal 
thus came under the English influence. The 
English then pushed their 
conquests further inland. The 
Nawab of Oudh and the Mogul 
emperor were defeated at Buxar 
and the emperor granted the 
diwani of Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa to the East India 
Company, in return for pro- 
tection and a pension. In the 
South the English fought a war 
against Haidar Ali of Mysore. 

At this stage the Parliament 
in England passed the Regulat- 
ing Act, to regulate the work 
of the Company in India. It 
appointed a Governor-General 
to supervise the affairs in 
India, and set up a Supreme 
Court of Judicature. 

Warren Hastings was made 
the first Governor-General. He was an able and 
far-sighted man, and laid the foundations of 
good government in India. 

He helped the Nawab of Oudh to annex 
Rohilkhand and thus made Oudh a strong 
‘buffer state’ between the Maratha and British 


He wanted no 


gi 
WARREN HASTINGS 


further wars, but he was 
dragged into two more— 
one with the Marathas 
and the other with 
Mysore. In these wars, 
Hastings was able to 
defend the English power 
but could not enlarge it. 
He retired in 1785, after 
Parliament had passed 
William Pitt’s India Bill 
in 1784, 

Further adyance was, 
however, made under 
his successors, Lord 
Cornwallis fought the 
third Mysore war, and 
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obtained Malabar and parts of Salem and Carnatic from their tulers, and gave them a 
Madura. He also introduced the ‘permanent pension. To extend English influence still fur- 
settlement’ in Bengal. Lord Wellesley followed ther, he asked the Indian Princes to enter into 
a bold policy. He annexed Tanjore and the subsidiary alliances. The Nizam of Hyderabad 
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and the Nawab of Oudh accepted the alliance. 
But Tipu Sultan, son of Haidar Ali, refused, 
and the Maratha leaders would not recognize 
the alliance made by their Peshwa, Baji Rao I. 
So wars were fought: Tipu was slain and the 
Marathas were humbled. The English got Kanara 
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and some districts from Mysore and the Ganges 
doab from the Marathas. When Wellesley retired 
in 1805, the English, and not the Marathas, 
appeared to have succeeded to the position of 
the Great Moguls, 
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1754—/—Recall of Dupleix 


1737—|—French occupation of the 
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1758——The Northern Circars cap- 
tured by the English 


1760—\—French defeat at Wandi- 
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INDIA 
in 1751 
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1756—|— ,'The Peshwa_cedes Ban- 
| kote (1756) ; cession of 

to 24 - Parganas (1757) $ 
occupation of the 

1758—|— | Northern Circars 


(1758) 


1763—|—Acquisition of Bengal, 
Bihar, Orissa and 
Chingleput 


1775—|—Cession of Banaras pro- 
vince ; agreement with 
Shait Singh, Raja of 
Banaras 


1780—|—Deposition of Shait Singh 


—|—The Marathas cede Sal- 
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1788—|—Guntur ceded by the 
Nizam 


1792— —Acquisition of Malabar 
and parts of Salem and 
Madura (Treaty of 
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Notes——In 1795 there were many states in India: the Marathas 
were strong in the Deccan and Central India, and the British were 
increasing their power in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. The Afghans 
held Sind, Kashmir and the Punjab. Nepal and Coorg were ruled by 
their own kings, while Oudh and Rohilkand were under the Nawab of 
Oudh. In the South, Hyderabad was ruled by the Nizam, the 
Carnatic by its Nawab and Mysore was under Tipu. A Maratha Raja 
reigned in Tanjore. 

All these states were contending for power. The Marathas and 
the British dominated but no single power had gained ascendancy. 

Coorg and the Carnatic were under the protection of the English, 
and the Nawab of Oudh was their ally. 
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Notes.—The map shows the extension of British power and possessions between 1795 and 1805. The 
territories were obtained through (1) war ; (2) subsidiary alliances ; and (3) annexation. 

The Fourth Mysore war gave them Kanara, Wynaad, the Nilgiris, and Coimbatore. The Second Maratha 
War brought in the Ganges doab. 

The territories obtained in return for British forces were—the Ceded District from the Nizam and a 
part of Bundelkhand from the Peshwa, In addition, the Nawab of Oudh, Sindhia, the Peshwa and several Rajput 
States accepted subsidiary alliances. 

The Raja of Tanjore and the Nawab of the Carnatic were made to retire on pension and surrender their 
territories, 

Nepal, Kashmir, Sind, Holkar’s territory, the Punjab and parts of Rajputana (Rajasthan) were the only large 
States outside the control of the Company. 
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INDIA FROM 1700 TO 1800 


1707—|—Accession of Bahadur Shah 
1714—|—Balaji Vishvanath appointed 
Peshwa 
1739——, —Nadir Shah sacks Delhi 
| 


1751-— —Defence of Arcot by Clive 


| 
| 
| 
|—Battle of Plassey 


1757 
6s—| —Grant of the diwant of Bengal, 
ae Bihar and Orissa to the 
English 
1773—|—The Regulating Act 
1784—\—Pitt’s India Act 
1799—|—Defeat and death of Tipu 
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Notes—In 1775 there was a dispute as to who should be the Peshwa. 
The British at Bombay supported Raghuba; as a result of this the 
First Maratha War broke out, When the war ended, the English got 
Salsette by the treaty of Salbai. In 1802, the Peshwa, Baji Rao II, 
accepted a subsidiary alliance ; the Maratha chiefs, who were displeased 
at this surrender of independence, declared war against the British. 
In the war Sindhia was defeated at Assaye and Laswari, and Bhonsla at 
Argaon, but the British failed to capture the fort of Bharatpur 
whose raja had joined Holkar. In 1817, the Peshwa, the Bhonsla and 
Holkar took up arms against the British, But they were defeated, the 
Peshwa at Kirkee, Koregaon and Ashti, the Bhonsla at Sitabaldi, and 
Holkar at Mehidpur. The Peshwa was then deposed and a large part of 
Maratha territory annexed to the British dominions in India, 
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XV ‘THE COMPANY AS PARAMOUNT POWER IN INDIA (1805-1858) 


This half-century was marked by a consider- 
able increase of British territory and power. 
Large provinces were annexed, and more Indian 
Princes were forced to accept the English 
Company as their overlord. At the same time, 
liberal reforms in administration and several 
Measures to promote the well-being of the 
subject people were introduced. 


LORD MINTO (1807-13) 


When Wellesley retired from office, the 
Directors of the East India Company desired 
to avoid new additions to their territories or 
new responsibilities towards Indian princes. 
So, for some years, the Governors-General Lord 
Cornwallis and Sir George Barlow adopted the 
policy of non-intervention. But times had 
changed, and England was again at war with France 
under Napoleon, who planned to attack India. 
So Lord Minto, who had to guard the land 
frontiers and the eastern seas against Napoleon, 
adopted a ‘forward’ policy. He sent embassies 
to Persia and Afghanistan, and expeditions to 
capture Java and the Spice Islands, Dutch 
colonies which were then under French control. 

In India, peace in the British territories could 
be maintained only by enforcing peace on the 
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neighbours. He therefore took under British 
Protection the Sikh chiefs ruling between the 
Jumna and the Sutlej, and made a treaty with 


MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH 


Ranjit Singh, making him resign his claims on 
the territories south of the Sutlej. 

Lord Hastings, his Successor, had to go still 
further in this ‘forward? Policy in order to 
ensure peace in the British Possessions. He 


XV 


had to make wars to put down Gurkha raids 
from Nepal, and to suppress the Pindaris in 
Central India. Then Baji Rao II was dealt with. 


LORD BENTINCK (1828-35) 


Baji Rao attacked the British army placed in his 
territory under the subsidiary alliance. So a 
war was declared, and_ his territories were 
annexed to form the Bombay Presidency. 


DOST MUHAMMAD 


Following these successes, Hastings took the 
Indian States of Rajputana and Malwa under 


THE COMPANY AS PARAMOUN'T POWER IN INDIA 


British protection, but gave them full ruling 
powers. The company was thereafter the para- 
mount power in India. 

A part of Burma also came under the British 
rule during this period. Lord Amherst had to 
carry on a. war against Burma to protect the 
British outposts of Bengal from Burmese 
attacks. The British won the war, and got 
Assam, Arakan and Tenasserim. 

Lord Bentinck came into office when the 
wave of liberal reform was rising in England. 
In India also, Raja Ram Mohan Roy had begun 
his reform movement in 1829 by founding the 
Brahmo-samaj. Bentinck himself was in full 
sympathy with the spirit of reform. Until 
then the British administration had not interfered 
with Hindu social and religious custom for fear 
of offending the people. But Bentinck found 
that many evil customs were followed in the 
name of religion. He decided to take measures 
against such practices and found support among 
the educated Indians. In fact Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy went to England to defend the abolition of 
sati in front of the Privy Council. Lord 
Macaulay, Bentinck’s legal adviser was also full 
of zeal for reform. Bentinck’s term, therefore, 


RAJA RAM MOHAN ROY 


produced several memorable measures: a fair 
land tax; economy in public expenditure ; 
appointment of Indians to services; prohibition 
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of sati; and, above all, the introduction of west- 
ern education. His annexations were small, and 
consisted only of Coorg and Cachar. 

During this period, the fear of Russian advance 
towards India brought about an Afghan war. 
Lord Auckland and Ellenborough failed to 
place the friendly Shah Shuja on the Afghan 
throne and at last Dost Muhammad, the old 
ruler, was himself recognized as the rightful king. 
Soon after this war, Sind, which was regarded 
as an inner rampart against Russia, was annexed 
in 1843. 

The administration of Lord Hardinge saw the 
decline of Sikh power, Ranjit Singh died in 
1839. The nobles of his court, who had taken 
power into their hands, crossed the Sutlej. The 
English went to war, defeated the Sikhs, and 
placed a British Resident in the Punjab. 

Lord Dalhousie had a still bolder policy. 
He annexed the Punjab after a war, leaving 
Kashmir to its Sikh ruler, He made a war 
with Burma and got Rangoon, Prome and Pegu. 
These new territories gave the British control 
over the whole seaboard of the Bay of Bengal. 
He took Oudh from its Nawab for his mis- 
government and Berar from the Nizam to defray 
the expenses of keeping a subsidiary army in 
Hyderabad. Jhansi and Nagpur were declared 
to have ‘lapsed’ to the British. 


LORD DALHOUSIE (1848-56) 
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While Lord Dalhousie annexed territories on 
a large scale, he was not unmindful of the pro- 
gress of the people. He introduced railways, tele- 
graphs, and cheap postage. He took action on 
Sir Charles Wood’s dispatch on Education (1854), 
which provided for the establishment of ver- 
nacular Schools, Colleges and Universities, 


INDIA FROM 1805 TO 1858 


1805— —Lord Cornwallis, Governor-General for the 
second time 


1809— —Treaty of Amritsar with Ranjit Singh 


1813——Indian trade thrown open to all 
1814— ) 

ay War with Nepal 
1816—| J 
1818—|—Deposition of Baji Rao II 


English 
traders 


1824—| iL 

to First Burmese War 
1826—| J 
1833—|—The Company ceases to trade 
1839—|) 

to | First Afghan War 
1842—| J 
le 

to Pirst Sikh Wa 
1846—| J os 
1849—|—Annexation of the Punjab 
1852—|—Second Burmese War 


1858—|—Transfer of the Government 


Chace of India to the 


XV THE COMPANY AS PARAMOUNT POWER IN INDIA 


Lord Canning had to face the results of Lord mutiny broke out in Delhi, Lucknow, Cawnpore 
Dalhousie’s policy. The large annexations (Kanpur), Rohilkand and Central India. The 
had created ill-feeling both in the army and mutinywas put downand the Government of India 
among the civil population. Hence a widespread was transferred from the Company to the Crown. 
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Notes. After the British got the Ganges doab from the Marathas, they had to deal with the Sikhs. There 
were two zones of Sikh states, one to the north and the other to the south of the Sutlej. The northern zone 
was under Ranjit Singh and included Kashmir. He was trying to extend his power south of the Sutlej when 
those states sought British protection. The British in 1839, however, made a treaty with Ranjit Singh fixing his 
boundary along the Sutlej. 

Ranjit Singh died in 1839. Under his successor, in 1845, when the Sikhs invaded the south zone, 
the British defeated them at Mudki, Ferozeshah, Aliwal and Sobraon. The Sikhs were forced to accept a 
British Resident at Lahore, and give away Kashmir, and the doab between the Bias and the Sutlej. 
Kashmir, however, was allowed to remain as a protected state. 

In 1848 the Sikhs in Multan rose in rebellion, The British went to war, fought a drawn battle at Chilian- 
wala, and defeated them at Gujrat. They then annexed the Punjab. 
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INDIA 
IN 1823 


(5) BRITISH TERRITORY 


BOMBAY 


Notes. In the period from 1805 to 1823, the Company 


became the paramount power in India, 


In addition to the territories taken from the Marathas, the British acquired Kumaon, Garhwal, and the 


terai (the forest belt alon| 


Th . ‘ 
Chigatns Ete a the Company was accepted by some twenty Rajput 


overl i 
erlordship. Nepal by treaty aceepted a permanent British Resident. 
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the southern border) from a war with Nepal. states and the Sikh 
the Sutlej. Malwa, Bhopal, Kolhapur and other states also accepted company 
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INDIA 
IN 1857 
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Notes. Look at the increase in British territory over what it was in 1823, iti - 
in Dalhousie’s time and the British frontier reached far beyond the usual itis ar toe ‘he additions were made 

After the Second Sikh War, the Punjab was annexed and the western boundary of British rn 
Peshawar, Kohat and Bannu. 

pa Second: sanese pat Bioughy in veguy Prome and Rangoon. 

part o! was taken from its Raja. Extensive territories were acquir i G i 

Lapse’—the kingdoms of Nagpur, Sambalpur, Jhansi and Satara. Oudh was Ganeded for Saige ne oh ; Re 
Carnatic were also brought under the direct rule of the English. Besides these annexations, there were others bs fe : 
More i eluabaiels time, between 1823 and 1848—Assam, Arakan and Tenasserim, Jaintia Parganas, Cachar, Gonig 
and Sind. > 


The protected states lay in three belts. In the North was Kashmir. A second belt stretched from Bahawal- 


pur to Indore, with a number of smaller States as far east as Orissa, In the South were the th 
Hyderabad, Mysore and Trayancore—and several smaller ones, srRSES Geshe 
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ule was marked by 


XVI INDIA UNDER THE CROWN (1858-1947) 


The period opens with the transfer of the 
Government of India from the Company to the 
Crown ; it closes with the enactment of the Indian 
Tidspéndence Act and India’s emergence into 
two Dominions, India and Pakistan. 


LORD RIPON (1880-84) 


The protection of the frontiers together with 
internal progress and development of self- 
governing institutions form the keynote of 
British policy in India during these years. 

Protection of the Frontiers—The few wars 
waged during this period were undertaken mainly 
to strengthen the frontiers and to prevent 
foreign invasion. The — north-west frontier 
required more attention than the eastern border, 
since the Khyber and Bolan passes offered hostile 
foreigners an easy entrance to India from that 
side. 

North-West Frontier.—The gradual advance of 
Russia towards Afghanistan aroused the suspicion 
that Russia had designs on India, and the British 
accordingly took counter-measures. Quetta, in 
Baluchistan, was peacefully occupied and 
garrisoned by the British in 1876. There was 
a war with Afghanistan (1878-80) as a result of 
which Abdur Rahman Khan, who promised to 
resist Russia’s further advance, was placed on the 
throne. The boundaries and political status of 
Afghanistan were subsequently settled by nego- 
tiation and Indo-Afghan relations were on the 
whole friendly but for a short war in 1919. Lord 
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Curzon in 1901 completed the organization of 
the north-west frontier by making it a separate 
Province and raising local levies of tribesmen to 
help in frontier defence. 

The Eastern Frontier—The rapid expansion of 
French power in Indo-China led the British to 
turn their attention to the eastern frontier. 
After a war with the Burmese king Theebaw, 
Upper Burma was annexed in 1886. 

Internal Progress—The years 1858-1947 were 
a time of almost unbroken peace, during which 
India, behind the defences of her frontiers, 
developed her vast resources and made constant 
progress towards self-government. The main 
problems that demanded the attention of the 
Government during these years were those of 


LORD CURZON (1899-1905) 


famine and relief, education and administration. 
In 1869, 1876-8, 1897 and 1900, famine wrought 
appalling havoc in various parts of the country. 
The Government tried to relieve distress by 
starting relief works in the affected areas. 

The founding of agricultural schools and the 
opening of roads, railways, and irrigation canals 
did much to prevent famine and to reduce its 
severity when it occurred; they served as well 
to improve trade and industry. Laws were 
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passed to combat the poverty and the indebted- steady advance of India towards self-govern- 
ness of ryots. Hospitals and medical schools ment. The gradual extension of local _self- 
‘were opened all over the country. Great atten- government since Lord Ripon’s time had given 
tion was given to the expansion of education. the people of India much valuable training-dim 
Progressive political thinkers started the Indian administration. The Indian Councils’}; Agtiof 
National Congress to represent to the authorities 1892 and 1909 and the Reform Act of 1919 
the need for constitutional advance. gave Indians an increasing share in the govern- 
An important feature of this period was the ment of the country. 
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Notes—In the nineteenth century Russia extended her territories towards the Hindu Kush. 
Afghanistan then appeared to be very important for the safety of British rule in India. Hence the British 
desired to control Afghan policy, ts 

Dost Muhammad, the Amir of Afghanistan, asked British help against Ranjit Singh, and as Lord 
Auckland would not give it, the Amir received a Russian envoy at his court. Lord Auckland wished to place 
Shah Shuja, a friend of the British, on the Afghan throne, and Ranjit Singh also promised help. British armies 
invaded Afghanistan in 1838, occupied Kabul, and made Shah Shuja the Amir. But the Afghan tribes rose 
against the British army and forced it to make a disastrous retreat. The British, however, recaptured Kabul ; 
but Lord Ellenborough decided to withdraw the British troops and recognized Dost Muhammad as Amir, 

Tn 1878 a ciisis arose in Afghanistan. Sher Ali, the Amir, failing to get any promise of protection 
from the British, made friends with Russia. The British then declared war, occupied Kabul, appointed a 
new ‘Amir and placed a British resident in Afghanistan, At this the Afghan tribes rose in revolt, and murdered 
the Resident. Now, however, the British military arrangements were better than in the first war. Kandahar 
was occupied and General Roberts took Kabul. A revolt broke out in Kandahar, and Roberts made a splendid 
march on it, and relieved the British garrison there. Finally, Abdur Rahman, a nephew of Sher Ali, became 
the Amir, and the British guaranteed to support him against his foreign enemies. 3 


50 


But the India Act of 1919 did not satisfy a 
large body of public opinion represented by the 
Congress, and gave rise to persistent agitation. 
This was conducted on moral lines by Mahatma 
Gandhi. The British Government for its part 
inquired into the scope of further reforms at a 
Round Table Conference in 1930-31 and passed 
in 1935 the Government of India Act to provide 
for (1) provincial autonomy, (2) dyarchy at the 
centre and (3) federation of Indian States and 
British Indian provinces. 


MAHATMA GANDHI 


But the Second World War (1939-45) hastened 
the pace of events. During the war, in 1942, 
when India was threatened with Japanese invasion, 
the British Cabinet sent Sir Stafford Cripps to 
India; he conceded the Indian claim to self- 
government and offered to set up a Constituent 
Assembly to frame a new constitution as soon as 
the war ended. 

When the war ended, three Cabinet Ministers, 
Lord Pethwick-Lawrence, A. V. Alexander and 
Sir Stafford Cripps, were sent to India to study 
the situation on the spot. According to their 
plan, an Interim Government with Jawaharlal 
Nehru as the head was formed at Delhi and a 
Constituent Assembly was set up in 1946. 

However, the Muslim League demanded a 
separate state and insisted on having two separate 
constitution-making bodies, one for India and 
one for the new state of Pakistan. 
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XVI INDIA UNDER THE CROWN 
Lord Mountbatten, who became Governor- 
General, brought about an agreement between 
the Congress and the Muslim League. The 
Congress agreed to the partition of the country. 
Soon the Indian Independence Act passed by the 
Parliament in 1947 set up the two self-governing 
Dominions of India and Pakistan. The Act 
came into force on 15 August, 1947. The rule 
of the Crown thus came to an end after a period 
of go years and power was transferred to India 
and Pakistan in a peaceful manner. 


INDIA FROM 1858 TO 1950 


1858—|—Lord Canning appointed Viceroy 
1861——Establishment of High Courts by the Indian 


| High Courts Act 
1877——Queen Victoria proclaimed Empress of India 
1883—! ) 
to | Local Self-Government Acts 
1885—| 


1892———Indian Councils Act (i) 


1901——Creation of the North-West Frontier Province 
1905—|—Partition of Bengal 
1909—|—Indian Councils Act (ii) 
1911—|—Partition of Bengal reversed 
1919—|—Government of India Act 
1927—|—Appointment of the Simon Commission 
1935—/—Government of India Act 
1937—|—Inauguration of the Government of India 
Act of 1935 

1939— 

to it The Second World War 
1945—| J 
1946—|—Cabinet Mission 
1947—|—Indian Independence Act. Partition of India 
1948—|—Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi 
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Notes.—The political map of India proper remained much the same as in 1857. The additions made in 
the interval show the care of the Indian Government to maintain peace along the frontiers and defend them 
against European rivals. 

In the north-west the British feared the advance of Russia, and therefore secured Baluchistan in 1876 
and the years that followed. To keep the warlike tribes of the Afghan border under control, the tribal 
territory was acquired and placed under direct or indirect British rule. 

In Burma, the British had to guard themselves against the growing influence of France in Indo- 
China. Between 1878 and 1885 King Theebaw became definitely hostile to the British and made an 
alliance with the French. The British then invaded Upper Burma, and annexed it in 1886. In 1897 Upper 
and Lower Burma were formed into a single province. 

India consisted of three political divisions :—(r1) British India; (2) Indian States; and (3) Frontier 
Districts under British control. British India was till 1935 subdivided into nine major provinces of Madras, 
Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, the Punjab, Burma, Bihar and Orissa, Assam, and 
the Central Provinces ; and the six minor provinces of the North-West Frontier Province, Ajmer-Merwara, 
Coorg, Delhi, Baluchistan, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
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Notes,—Under the Government of India Act 1935, two new provinces—Sind and Orissa—were created 
and Burta was separated from India. 


British India was then divided into the eleven major provin 


A ¢ : ees of Madras, Ben, 
thé United Provinces, the Central Provinces, Bihar, Orissa, Assam, 


: zal, Bombay, the Punjab, 
; i \ Sind and the North-West Frontier Province, 
and the five minor provinces of Ajmer-Merwara, Delhi, Coorg, Baluchistan, and the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. 
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XVII THE INDIAN DOMINION BECOMES THE INDIAN REPUBLIC 


India and Pakistan as Dominions of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations became free, self- 
governing countries cwing allegiance to the British 
Crown, the Head of the Commonwealth, and 
each having its own nominee appointed as 
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Governor-General by the Crown. Mr M. A. 
Jinnah became the Governor-General of Pakistan 
Lord Mountbatten, at the desire of the Indian 
Government, was appointed the Governor- 
General of India. 
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INDIA AND PAKISTAN IN 1953 
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INDIAN INDEPENDENCE : PORTRAITS 


LORD MOUNTBATTEN JAWAHARLAL NEHRU M. A. JINNAH 


Viceroy and Governor-General, 1946-47 Prime Minister, 1946-64 First Governor-General of the Dominion of Pakistan 
First Governor-General of the Indian Dominion 
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Pakistan was made up of those provinces in and it was this Assembly that assumed power as 
the North-west and North-east of India where the Government of India on 1 5 August 1947. 
the Muslims formed the majority” 
of the population. Those provin- 
ces were East Bengal, Sind, 
West Punjab, the North-West 
Frontier Proyince and Baluchistan. 
The remaining provinces went to 
make up the Indian Dominion. 

When the British rule ended 
the Indian States, numbering 
more than 500, under the direct | 
tule of the princes, had to join 
either India or Pakistan according 
to their geographical position. As 
most of these States were geo- 
graphically in the Indian territory 
they acceded to India. Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, who was Home 
Minister, managed with great 
wisdom and tact to merge the 


smaller states with the adjoining provinces, and Dr Rajendra Prasad was its President and Dr 
formed Unions of the medium-sized ones, and Ambedkar was the Chairman of the Drafting 
thus reduced their number considerably. He Committee that gave shape to the Constitution. 


This Assembly sat for 2 years 11 
months and 18 days and adopted 
and enacted, in the name of the 
people of India, a new Consti- 
tution on 26 November 1949. 
This Constitution came into force 
on 26 January 1950. India 
became a Republic, and the office 
of the Governor-General ceased 
to exist. India is a Union of 
States, federal in structure, the 
States composing it having 
Sovereign powers in the fields 
assigned to them. 
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also persuaded the princes to introduce popular 
government in these Unions. 

The Indian Independence Act established the 
sovereign character of the Constituent Assembly, 
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XVIII INDIA SINCE 1950 


There have been some very important changes in 
the map of India since 1950. The First Schedule 
to the Constitution Act mentioned 29 States, 
classed under Parts A, B, Cand D. Falling out- 
side this list were the foreign territories, namely : 
the French possessions of Mahe, Pondicherry, 
Karaikal and Yanam; and the Portuguese pos- 
sessions of Goa, Daman, Diu, Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli. 


DR S, RADHAKRISHNAN 
President, 1962-67 


This arrangement of 1950 was considered 
purely temporary. It did not suit the new ad- 
ministrative needs of the country and did not 
satisfy the regional aspirations of the people. 
In 1953, Andhra Pradesh was separated from the 
Madras State, and soon after that a Commission 
was appointed to recommend a reorganization of 
the States. On the basis of this report a new 
arrangement was brought into effect from 1 
November 1956. The B and C classes of states 


were abolished and the boundaries of all States 
4 new states and 6 


were rearranged to form 1 : 
Later, in 1960 


centrally administered territories. 
the Bombay State was broken up into two to form 


Gujarat and Maharashtra, in 1962 Nagaland was 
made a separate State and in 1966 the Punjab was 
divided and the new State of Haryana created. 

In the meanwhile the foreign territories came 
into the possession of the Government of India. 
In 1954, France voluntarily transferred her pos- 
sessions to India. They were constituted into the 
Union Territory of Pondicherry in 1962. Portugal 
refused any voluntary transfer of her colonies, so 
in 1961, the Portuguese territories were libe- 
rated by the Indian army. With this step India 
gained a political unity which it never had before.. 

The two most important events of this period 
are the Chinese invasion of our Northern Borders 
in 1962, which however did not last long, and the 
death of Prime Minister Nehru, which took place 
on 27 May 1964. Nehru’s death was mourned 
by all the peace-loving people of the world. 


LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI 
Prime Minister, 1964-66 


Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri was sworn in as the 
next Prime Minister on 11 June 1964. He was in 
office for only nineteen months, but during this 
period he had to bear the heavy burden of 
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MRS INDIRA GANDHI 
Prime Minister, 1966 


leading India through a costly war with Pakistan. 
However, peace was soon made, and Prime 
Minister Shastri and President Ayub Khan of 
Pakistan signed the Peace Agreement in ‘Tashkent 
(U.S.S.R.) on 10 January 1966. Only a few 
hours after this glorious achievement, Shastri 
died of a heart attack, 

Shastri was succeeded by Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru. She thus became 
the first woman Prime Minister of India, 

India has never before been so closely united 
politically as it is now. However the country 
faces many problems, The poverty of the masses 
is the most urgent of these problems, and hence 
a socialistic pattern of society has been set as 
the ideal for increasing production and abolishing 
poverty. Three Five-year Plans to increase agri- 
cultural and industrial production have been 
executed, and the period of the fourth Five-year 
Plan opened in 1966. 

From the time of independence the Congress 
political Party predominated at the Centre and 
in the States, until at the fourth General Elections 


in 1967 it failed to win majorities in 8 of the 17 
States, 
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INDIA SINCE 1950 
1950——India becomes a Republic (26 January) 


1951——First Five-Year Plan Started 


1952—j|—First General Elections 
Dr Rajendra Prasad elected President 


1953—|—Formation of Andhra Pradesh 


1954—'—Voluntary transfer of French Posses- 
sions to India 


1956—|—Second Five-Year Plan started 


1957—\—Second General Elections 


1960— —Formation of Gujarat and Maharashtra 


1961——Third Five-Year Plan started 
Liberation of the Portuguese Possessions 


1962——Third General Elections; Dr Radha- 
krishnan elected President ; The Chinese 
Tnvasion ; Formation of Nagaland 


1964— —Death of Prime Minister Nehru 
Lal Bahadur Shastri appointed 


1965— —War with Pakistan 


1966— —Death of Pri: 
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Gandhi appointed 


1967—'—Fourth General Elections 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONSTITUTION 


THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE 


The Constitution lays down that all 
political power vests in the people. The 
preamble says: ‘We the people of India, 
having solemnly resolved to constitute 
India into a Sovereign Democratic Republic 
do hereby Adopt, Enact and Give Ourselves 
This Constitution.’ 

This right to political power means not 
only the right to choose representatives, 
but also the right to hold office and be 
chosen for it. It is given to all adult 
persons, i.e. people who have attained the 
age of 21, and removes all the old dis- 
tinctions based on birth, wealth, colour, 
race or sex. By parliamentary government 
and universal adult franchise, the Govern- 
ment becomes accountable to the people 
and to their representatives. 

The Indian Union is also a secular 
State. A single common citizenship is 
assured to all irrespective of religion, 
caste, colour, creed or sex. Every citizen 
of India is free to practise the religion of 
his or her choice. 

The Constitution also lays down certain 
Fundamental Rights given to all citizens. 
They are: 

1, Equality before law. 

2, Equality of opportunity. 

3. Abolition of ‘Untouchability’. 

4. Right to freedom, including 
of speech, assembly, profession, etc. 

5. Rule of law. 

6. Protection of life 
liberty. 

7. Freedom to profess, practise and 
propagate any religion. 

8. Cultural and educational rights. 

9. Right to property. 

10. Right to Constitutional remedies. 

The Constitution also lays down certain 
Directive Principles of State Policy, the spirit 
of which the Legislature and the Executive 
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have carefully to bear in mind in the exercise 
of their authority. Some of the most important 
Directive Principles are: Adequate means of 
livelihood ; fair distribution of wealth; equal 
pay for equal work; employment; free and 
compulsory education for children up to the 
age of fourteen; public assistance in the event 
of unemployment, old age, sickness, disability 
61 
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and other cases of undeserved want ; organization 
of village panchayats; a uniform civil code for 
all citizens; prohibition, etc. 


The Courts can enforce the Fundamental 
Rights, but the Directive Principles are meant to 
be an imperative basis of State Policy. 


InDIAN UNION A FEDERATION OF STATES 


INDIAN STATES 1950 
Part A States: 9 


6. Orissa 


1. Assam 

2. Bihar 7. Punjab 

3. Bombay 8. The United Pro- 
4. Madhya Pradesh yinces 

5. Madras g. West Bengal 


Part B States: 9 
i, Hyderabad 
. Jammu & Kashmir 
. Madhya Bharat 
. Mysore 
. Patiala & East Punjab States Union 
. Rajasthan 
. Saurashtra 
. 'Travancore-Cochin 
g. Vindhya Pradesh 
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Part C States; 10 


z. Ajmer 6. Delhi 

2. Bhopal 7. Himachal Pradesh 
3. Bilaspur 8. Kutch 

4. Cooch-Behar g. Manipur 

5. Coorg 10. Tripura 


Part D State: 1 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 


The Indian Union is a Federation of the States, 
that is, there are two levels of government with 
a written constitution, with one citizenship and no 
separate citizenship for the States. There is the 
Union Government with powers to look after the 
common interests, such as Defence, Foreign 
Policy, Communications, Currency, Banking, etc. 
of all the States—that is, of the whole of India, 
There are also the State Governments with 
sovereign powers to be exercised in the field 
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INDIAN STATES 1956 
14 States and 7 Territories. 
States : 
1. Andhra Pradesh 


* Nagaland was separa- 
. Assam* 


2 ted from Assam in 1962. 
3. Bihar +Bombay was __ split 
4. Bombayt into Gujarat and Maha- 
5. Kerala rashtra in 1960. 

6. Madhya Pradesh {Punjab was split into 
7. Madras Punjab and Haryana 
8. Mysore in 1966. 
9. Orissa 
10, Punjab 
11. Rajasthan 
12. Uttar Pradesh 
13. West Bengal 
14. Jammu & Kashmir 
Territories : 
1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
2. Delhi 
3- Himachal Pradesh 
4. Laccadive, Minicoy & Amindivi Islands 
5. Manipur 

6. Pondicherry (formally transferred 1962) 

7. Tripura 

After liberation in 1961, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, and 


Goa, Daman & Diu, were added to the Territories 
under Union Government administration. 


assigned to them by the Constitution, 

The Constitution distributes the law-making 
Powers among three Lists: (1) The Union List, 
(2) The State List, (3) the Concurrent List. The 
Union Government is given the residuary power, 
that is power to make laws on all matters not 
mentioned in the Concurrent and States Lists, 

There is an independent Judiciary to define 
and interpret the Constitutionand resolve disputes 
arising between the Union and the States. 


———— 


Defence 

Army, Navy and Air 
Force 

Arms and Ammuni- 
tion 

War and Peace 

Atomic Energy 

Foreign Affairs 

Diplomatic, _ Consular 
and Trade Represen- 
tation 

International Treaties 
and Agreements 

United Nations 

Central Bureau _ of 
Intelligence and In- 
vestigation 

Railways 

National Highways 


Criminal Law 
Criminal Procedure 
Marriage and Divorce 
Civil Procedure 
Economic and Social 
Planning 
Commercial and In- 
dustrial Monopolies 


Police 

Public Order 

Administration of Jus- 
tice 

Prisons 

Local Government 

Public Health and 
Sanitation 


XIX A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONSTITUTION 


LEGISLATIVE POWERS 


UNION LIST 97 ITEMS 


SOME OF THE IMPORTANT ITEMS 


| Shipping 
Lighthouses 
| Major Ports 
Airways 
Citizenship 
| Posts and Telegraph, 
Wireless and Broad- 
casting 
| Currency, Coinage and 
| Foreign Exchange 
Reserve Bank of India 
| Foreign Trade and 
| Customs 
| Inter-State Trade 
| Banking 
Insurance 
| Stock Exchange 
| Patents, Inventions 
| and Designs 


Standards of Weight 
and Measure 

Oilfields 

Mines 

Salt 

Opium 

Exhibition of Cinema- 
tograph Films 

Ancient Monuments 

Survey of India and 
Meteorological Or- 
ganizations 

Census 

Union public services 
and Union Public 
Service Commission 

Statistics 


CONCURRENT: 47 ITEMS 
SOME OF THE IMPORTANT ITEMS 


Trade Unions 

Social Security 

Labour Welfare 

Rehabilitation 

Vital Statistics includ- 
ing Registration of 
Births and Deaths 


Minor Ports 

Charitable Institu- 
tions 

Factories 

Electricity 

Newspapers, Books 
and Printing Presses 


STATE: 66 ITEMS 


SOME OF THE IMPORTANT ITEMS 


Education 
Roads 
Trade and Commerce 
(within the State) 
Agriculture 
Water Supply 
| Irrigation | 


Land 

Forests 

Fisheries 

Markets end Fairs 
Entertainment 

Gas and Gas Works 
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Tue Union PARLIAMENT 


(The Indian Union is a Republic. There is 
an elected President who is the Head of the 
Republic. 


The Union Government is made up of the 
President, the Vice-President, the Prime Minister 
with his cabinet of Ministers, and a Parliament 
which consists of two Houses of Legislature Fae) 


called the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) and PRESIDENT 
the House of the People (Lok Sabha.) 


The Union Government has jurisdiction over 
all the subjects except those mentioned in the 
State List. Measures enacted under the Con- 
current List ordinarily have priority over the sre] 
corresponding State legislation. 

In an emergency the Union Government can 
extend its jurisdiction over the entire field of 
the State List. It can, on President’s pro- 
clamation, assume complete control of a State : PRIME MINISTER 
if the latter’s administrative machinery breaks le; 
down. But in normal times these emergency 
provi8ions remain a dead letter. 

The Union Government is also given adequate 
powers to direct all important activities according 
to a uniformly executed plan. The unity in 
administration is sought through a_ single 
judiciary, unity in basic laws, common all-India 
services and a common language. 

Besides its many onerous responsibilities, the 
Union Government has to (1) raise the standard 
of its administration and legislation in conformity 
with the Directive Principles, (2) plan and co- 
ordinate the various social service functions, and 
(3) guarantee equal enjoyment of the benefits of 
democracy by all citizens. Furthermore, besides 
protecting every State against external aggression 
and internal disturbance, it has to ensure that the 
government of every State is carried on in 
accordance with the provisions of the Consti- 
tution, 


VICE-PRESIDENT 


COUNCIL OF Mi 
O 
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‘THE PRESIDENT 


The President is indirectly elected by an 
electoral college consisting of the elected members 
of (1) the Council of States, (2) the House of the 
People, (3) the Legislative ‘Assemblies of States. 
The election is on the basis of proportional re- 
presentation by the single transferable vote. 

The qualifications needed by a candidate for 
the office of President are that he should be 


Constitution vests in the President all executive 
powers of the Union, including the supreme 
command of the defence forces and the power 
to grant pardon or to remit punishment or to 
commute sentences in certain cases. All 
important appointments are made by him, 
including those of Governors, Diplomats, Judges 
of the Supreme and High Courts, the Chairman 


and members of the Union Public Service 
Commission, the Attorney-General of India 
and the Comptroller and Auditor-General of 
India. He also appoints Election and Finance 


(x) a citizen of India, (2) not less than 35 years 
of age, (3) eligible for election as a member of 
the House of the People. 


The President holds office for 5 years. The 


(Fase aa] 


PRESIDENT 


Holds office for 5 years and is 
eligible for re-election 

All executive authority of the 
Union is vested in him 

Is the Supreme Commander of 
the Defence Forces 

Can grant pardon, remit punish- 
ment and commute sentence in 
some cases 

Appoints Governors, Diplomats, 
Judges of the Supreme and High 
Courts, Chairman and: members 
of the U.P.S.C., etc. 

Can promulgate ordinances dur- 
ing recess of Parliament 

Declares an emergency caused by 
war, internal disturbances and 
financial instability 


ELECTED MEMBERS OF 


STATE LEGISLATURES ELECTED MEMBERS OF 


UNION PARLIAMENT 


VICE- \@ en S/S 
PRESIDENT \o Sgn 0,87 
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Commissions and Commissions to report on the 
administration of scheduled areas. 

The President can issue ordinances during the 
recess of the Parliament. He can return Bills 
to Parliament for reconsideration, dissolve the 
House of the People, convene joint sessions of 
both Houses and address or send messages to 
either or both of them. No money can be 


granted without his recommendation nor can* 


Money Bills be introduced except on his recom- 
mendation. 


During emergencies caused by war, or when 
a State’s constitutional machinery breaks down, 
he can, by a proclamation, assume to himself 
all the functions of the Government of the 
State. 

The Vice-President, who is the ex-officio 
Chairman of the Council of States, is elected 
by the members of both the Houses of Parlia- 
ment at a meeting on the basis of proportional 
representation by the single transferable vote. 
He holds office for five years. 


THE CABINET 


The Indian Constitution provides for a 
parliamentary form of government. Though the 
President is the head of the Republic, he is only 
a titular head. He occupies the same position as 
the King or Queen of England under the British 
Constitution. He is the Head of the State and 
not of the executive. He represents the nation 
but does not rule the nation. His place in the 
administration is that of a ceremonial device on 
a seal by which the nation’s decisions are made 
known. That means that the President exercises 
all his powers on the advice of the Prime Minister 
and the Cabinet. 

The real head of the executive is the Prime 
Minister and the Cabinet; that is, the Council 
of Ministers is the chief executive organ. The 
Constitution recognizes the leadership of the 
Prime Minister who is appointed by the President 
while the other ministers are appointed by the 
President on the advice of the Prime Minister. 
The Prime Minister is a link between the Cabinet 
and the President. He communicates to the 
President all decisions of the Cabinet and gives 
him any other information that he might like to 
have. 

The ministers hold office during the pleasure 
of the President, and are collectively responsible 
to the House of the People. This means that 
a minister would be liable to removal on two 
grounds, namely, want of confidence and impurity 
of administration. Ministers are required to 
take oaths of office and secrecy. 
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The Indian Constitution ensures the leadership 
and dominance of the Cabinet and leaves it to 
Parliament, the Courts, and the people to keep 
a check on its action. 


PRESIDENT 
APPOINTS 


PRIME MINISTER 
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COLLECTIVELY RESPONSIBLE TO 
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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE 


XIX. A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONSTITUTION 


The Union Legislature is called Parliament. 
The Parliament consists of the President and the 
two Houses of legislature known as the Council 


COUNCIL OF 
STATES 


REST REPRESENTATIVES 

OF STATES 

VICE-PRESIDENT IS EX- 
OFFICIO CHAIRMAN OF 
COUNCIL OF STATES 


MAXIMUM 250 MEMBERS 
I2 MEMBERS NOMINATED 
BY PRESIDENT 


Ye Ue 
HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE 


500 MEMBERS ELECTED BY. ADULT FRANCHISE IN 
GENERAL ELECTIONS HELD EVERY FIVE YEARS. 
EACH MEMBER REPRESENTS 500,000 PEOPLE 

THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE VOTES ON ALL DEMANDS 
FOR GRANTS AND HAS SUPREME AUTHORITY IN 
FINANCIAL MATTERS 

BOTH THE HOUSES OR PARLIAMENT MUST MEET 
AT LEAST TWICE A YEAR 

PARLIAMENT CAN ENACT LAWS ON ANY MATTER IN 
THE UNION AND CONCURRENT LISTS 

CAN ENACT LAWS ON ANY MATTER IN THE STATE LIST 
PROVIDED IT IS DECLARED TO BE NECESSARY IN 
‘HE NATIONAL INTEREST BY A RESOLUTION OF 
THE COUNCIL OF STATES ADOPTED BY A TWO- 
‘THIRDS MAJORITY 

HAS POWER TO LEGISLATE ON ANY MATTER IN 
‘THE STATE LIST IF AN EMERGENCY IS DECLARED 


BY THE PRESIDENT 
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of States and the House of the People. The 
President is an integral part of Parliament. All 
the bills passed by the two Houses must have 
his assent. 


The Council of States, called the Upper 
House, having 250 representatives, is a permanent 


body, one-third of its members retiring every 
second year. The President can nominate 
twelve members to this House. 

Election to the Council of States is indirect. 
Representatives are elected by the elected members 
of the Legislative Assembly of each State by 
the system of proportional representation by the 
single transferable yote. The Vice-President of 
the Indian Union is the ex-officio Chairman of 
the Council of States. There is alsoa Deputy 
Chairman. 


The House of the People or the Lower House 
has a maximum strength of 500 members who 
are all elected directly by the voters in the States. 
Normally the life of the House is five years unless 
it is dissolved earlier. During an emergency, 
its life can be prolonged by a year at a time. 
It has a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker elected 
by the members. 

The qualifications for a member of Parliament 
are that he should (1) be a citizen of India, (2) 
be not less than 30 years of age in the case of 
the Council of States and not less than 25 in the 
case of the House of the People. 

Since the Constitution provides for a parlia- 
mentary form of government, the executive is. 
individually and collectively responsible to the 
Parliament in respect of all its functions, deci- 
sions and actions. The Parliament controls the 
executive primarily through its legislative author- 
ity and control of the purse. 

The Parliament can make laws on all subjects 
in the Union and Concurrent Lists. The House 
of the People has the final voice in financial 
matters and Money Bills must be initiated only 
in this House. The President must place before 
the Houses of Parliament the Annual Financial 
Statement. The Parliament is invested with 
wide powers, including the power to amend the 
Constitution. 


OXFORD PICTORIAL ATLAS OF INDIAN 


HISTORY 


THE JUDICIARY 


The Constitution gives the judiciary in India 
an independent status. It is the guardian of 
democracy and safeguards the rights and liberties 
of the people. It is also the custodian of the 
Constitution as it alone can interpret the Consti- 
tution. 

At the top of the Indian judiciary is the 
Supreme Court, which consists of a Chief Justice 
and seven other judges. 

The President appoints the Chief Justice and 

* the other judges are appointed by him in consul- 
tation with the Chief Justice. 

The Supreme Court is both a final interpreter 
of the Constitution and a final court of appeal. 
The original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
relates to disputes arising either between a State 
and the Union Government or between States. 
The appellate jurisdiction is threefold: constitu- 
tional, civil and criminal. Its jurisdiction can be 
extended by the Parliament. 

The Supreme Court may be asked by the 
President to give its opinion on any question of 
law or fact of public importance. 

The Constitution provides for a High Court 
for each State. The appointment of judges is 
made by the President after consultation with the 
Chief Justice of India and the Goyernor of the 
State. In the case of the appointment of a 
judge other than Chief Justice, the Chief Justice 
of the High Court concerned also has to be 
consulted, 

The High Courts are given powers (1) of 
issuing writs for the enforcement of fundamental 
rights and other purposes, (2) of superintendence 
over all courts in the State, and (3) of taking 
over from subordinate courts cases concerning 
the interpretation of the Constitution. 

Security of tenure is guaranteed to every 
judge. The President can remove a judge only 
when an address has been presented against 
him by each House of Parliament. To ensure 
independence, powers to recruit the staff and 
frame rules regarding their conditions of service 
are given to the High Courts. 


SUPREME COURT 


PRESIDENT 
APPOINTS 


‘CHIEF JUSTICE 
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SEVEN JUDGES IN CONSULTATION WITH 
e THE CHIEF JUSTICE 


SUPREME COURT 
HAS ORIGINAL APPELLATE AND ADVISORY JURIS- 
DICTION 
DECIDES DISPUTES BETWEEN 
UNION OR BETWEEN STATES 
THE APPELLATE JURISDICTION COMPRISES : 
CASES WHERE THE HIGH COURT CERTIFIES 
THAT THE CASE INVOLVES A SUBSTANTIAL 
QUESTION OF LAW AS TO THE INTER- 
PRETATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
CIVIL SUITS OF RS, 20,000 OR MORE 
CRIMINAL CASE IN WHICH A HIGH COURT 
HAS ON APPEAL REVERSED THE ORDER OF 
ACQUITTAL AND SENTENCED A PERSON 
TO DEATH 
CASES WHERE THE SUPREME COURT IN ITS 
DISCRETION MAY GRANT SPECIAL LEAVE 
TO APPEAL 


STATES AND 


HIGH COURTS 


(1) 


AaD®as 


SUBORDINATE COURTS 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONSTITUTION 


Tue STaTE GOVERNMENT 


The governmental machinery of the constituent 
States closely resembles that of the Union. 
The executive authority is vested in the Governor. 
But the Governor is, like the President, only a 
titular head. The Governor normally exercises 
his powers on the advice of the Chief Minister of 


the State and his Cabinet. . 
The Governor is appointed by the President 


GOVERNOR 


IS APPOINTED BY 


PRESIDENT GOVERNOR 
HOLDS OFFICE FOR pantalla 
FIVE YEARS APPOINTS 

v 


CHIEF MINISTER 
SELECTS 


LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY 


POWERS OF GOVERNOR 


under his own hand and seal. He holds office 
for five years. 

The Governor appoints the Chief Minister and 
on his advice the other ministers, Like the 
President, he has the power to grant pardon, 
remit punishment and commute sentences in 
certain cases, He summons or prorogues the 
House or Houses, as the case may be, of the State 

Legislature, dissolves the Legislative 
Assembly, gives assent to a Bill or 
reserves it for consideration of the 
President. He cansend back a Bill for 
reconsideration by the Legislature, and 
communicate messages to or address 
the House or Houses, Like the Presi- 
dent, he is empowered to promulgate 
ordinances during the recess of the 
Legislature. No Money Bill or Bills 
with money clauses can be introduced 
in the House nor can any demand 
for a grant be made except on his 
recommendation. 


UNION TERRITORIES 


The Union Territories are each 
governed through an  Administra- 
tor with whom some non-official 
members are associated. The 
Union Parliament has power to 
make laws for them, The President 


has special powers of making 
Regulations in respect of the 
Andamans and the  Laccadives, 


The elected members of Parliament 
of each of the Territories form 
Advisory Councils to advise the 
Union Home Minister in the matter 
of legislation to be placed before 


oe No money bill can be intro- : 

1. The executive authority of 4. duced in the house Hot any de- the Parliament, and on the budget 

the State vests in him mand for grant be made ex- +, be passed in respect of them 
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mute sen ~_ 5: seas recess of the legis- The Constitution requires Bihar, 
3. Convenes or Le Se lature ; Madhya Pradesh and Orissa to have 
sessions of either houses MT 6 Can return a bill for recon- ma is E 

dissolves the Legislative © Sderation to the legislature a Minister in charge of tribal welfare, 
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Tue STATE LEGISLATURE 


The State Legislature consists of the head of 
the State and the House or Houses of Legislature. 
There are two Houses of Legislature in the 
States of Andhra Pradesh, Madras, Maharashtra, 
Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, West 
Bengal, Bihar, and Mysore, called the Legislative 
Council and the Legislative Assembly. In the 
other States, provision is made only for one 
House called the Legislative Assembly. 

The Legislative Council must comprise not 
more than a third of the total membership of 
the Assembly and not less than 40. One-third 
of its members are elected by the Local Authorities 
in the State, about a twelfth by the Graduates 
and an equal number by the Teachers in Second- 
ary Schools. One-third are elected by the 
members of the Assembly from among non- 
members and the remainder are nominated by 
the Governor. 

The Legislative Council is a permanent body 
with one-third of its members retiring every 
second year. It has a Chairman elected by the 
members, 

The Legislative Assembly of a State is elected 
on the basis of adult franchise. The total number 
of its members must not be more than soo or 
less than 60. It has a Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker elected by the members. 

‘The qualifications for a member of the State 
Legislature are that he should (1) be a citizen 
of India, (2) be not less than 30 years of age for 
the Council and not less than 25 for the Assembly, 
and (3) possess such other qualifications as may 
be prescribed by the Parliament, 

The Houses of Legislature can make laws on 
subjects in the State and Concurrent Lists ; but 
the Assembly alone has power over Money Bills, 
and the ministers are responsible to this House, 


LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL 


ONE-SIXTH nominated by 
the Governor 


ONE-THIRD elected by 
the Legislative Assembly 


ONE-HALF elected by mem- 
bers of local bodies, 
graduates and teachers 


EIGHT STATES HAVE LEGIS- 
LATIVE COUNCILS 


STRENGTH OF THE COUNCIL 
IS ONE-FOURTH OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ONE-THIRD OF THE MEM- 
BERS RETIRE EVERY SECOND 
YEAR 


STATE 


SUBJECTS IN 
THE STATE & Con- 
CURRENT LIsTS 


MUST MEET AT LEAST 
TWICE A YEAR 


INTERVAL BETWEEN 
THE TWO SESSIONS 
MUST NOT BE MORE 
THAN SIX MONTHS 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


60-500 MEMBERS ELECTED ON THE BASIS OF ADULT FRAN- 


CHISE 
ONE 
POPULATION 


REPRESENTATIVE FOR EVERY 75,000 OF 


THE 


ELECTION AFTER EVERY FIVE YEARS 
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APPENDIX II 


A TABULAR STATEMENT OF CONNECTED EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ° 
INDIA AND THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND 


Date INDIA 


| Date | ENGLAND .AND THE Wort> > 


GROWTH OF BRITISH OVERSEAS TRADE ze 


1615-18 | Sir Thomas Roe’s embassy at the Mogul 
Court for trade privileges to the East 

India Company 

“1668 | The East India Company acquires Bombay 


1600 | Foundation of the English Bast ‘Indja 


Company 


| 


ANGLO-FRENCH STRUGGLE FOR TRADE AND COLONIES 


1745-49 | ‘The First Anglo-French War | 1740-48 | War of the Austrian Succession 
1751-54 | ‘The Second Anglo-French War 1756-63 | The Seven Years’ War 

1757-61 | The Third Anglo-French War 1775-83 | War of American Independence 
1775-82 | The First Maratha War 1793-1802 War with Revolutionary France 
- 1799 | The Fourth Mysore War 1802-15 , Napoleonic War 


1809 | Fear of Napoleon’s invasion of India by way 
of Persia, Baluchistan and Sind. Lord’, 
Minto brings Cis-Sutlej States under | 
British rule; concludes treaties of friend- 
ship with Ranjit Singh and the amirs of 
Sind ; sends embassies for defensive alli- 
ances with Persia and Afghanistan | 
1810 | The English capture French islands in the 
Indian Ocean oy 
1811 | The English capture Java from the Dutch tae 


RISE OF LIBERAL THOUGHT IN ENGLAND 


1826 | Abolition of sat? 1820-30 , Reform of the Criminal Code 
1832 | The First Reform Bill 


1833 | Abolition of slavery 


RUSSIAN ADVANCE IN CENTRAL ASIA AND TOWARDS THE MEDITERRANEAN 
1839-42 | The First Afghan War | | 
_ 1843 | Annexation of Sind } 


1876 | Occupation of Quetta 1845-56 | The Crimean War 
1878-79 | The Second Afghan War 


1877-78 | The Russo-Turkish War 3 
1879-80 | The Third Afghan War 1879 Anglo-French conttol of Egyptian 
1885 | The Panjdeh dispute revenues 
igo1 | The creation of the North-West Frontier 1881 | England in sole control of Egypt 
Province 


1907 | Russia recognizes Afghanistan as outside | Ae 


the sphere of its political influence t 


INDIA AND THE WORLD 


1914-18 | India’s participation in the Great War 1914-18 The Great War 
1919 | India enrolled as an individual member of 1919 Formation of the League of Nation; 
the League of Nations 1922 Irish Free State formed 
1930 | Simon Commission Report published 1928 Equal voting rights for women 
1931 | Gandhi-Irwin Pact 


1931 Statute of Westminster 
1939-45 Second World War 
1945 Formation of the United Nations 
zation 


1935 | Government of India Act 

1937 | Act of 1935 implemented 

1939 | India declares war on Germany 

1947 | India achieves independence 

1950 | India becomes a Republic | 
1956 | States Reorganization | 
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